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Are we really seeing the end to this 
nightmare? The COVID vaccination 
programme is going well and by the 
time you are reading this, a huge 
number of people will have had their first 
vaccination. We thank all those involved 
in making sure that the vaccination 
sessions are run as smoothly as possible.  
We now wait for our second jabs so that 
life can hopefully return to some sort of 
normality with the possibility of seeing 
friends and family for the first time in 18 
months. It does not mean that we are 
totally out of this pandemic, so please 
still abide by any rules and restrictions to 
avoid another wave of infections.

To add to the above, we had the very 
sad news of the death of Prince Philip, 
Duke oF Edinburgh. What an incredible 
life he had and what an impact he had 
on so many lives. Our thoughts are with 
HRH Queen Elizabeth II to whom he 
was married for 73 years. Read about 
the local service organised by the RBL 
Murcia on page ??

We would like to welcome Shaun 
Matthews to our fantastic team of 
Contributors.  Shaun has taken some 
amazing photos around the area, both 
whilst walking with the group Camposol 
Explorers and also with his drone. 
Obviously things have been difficult 
during the past year and until things 
improve dramatically, Shaun is unable to 
include more people on his walks.

Tony Fuller is taking a couple of months 
off due to work commitments, but he will 
be back with more interesting facts of 

the History of Cartagena.

We work incredibly hard producing a 
really interesting and diverse magazine 
each month.  We abide by the general rule 
within the free publication’s standard of 
at least 30% of content for information/
news and the rest to advertising whilst 
supporting local businesses.  The Costa 
Cálida Chronicle has always been more 
like 50%/50%, so once again we hope 
you enjoy May’s magazine where there 
is something for everyone to enjoy.

Things are beginning to look up in 
the retail sector and we would like to 
welcome the following advertisers:

Welcome
Esperro Kennels & Cattery 
Garden Boutique
Natalia Insurance
T & N Building & Maintenance
The Loft Hair and Beauty Salon

Welcome Back
Solar Light Centre
The Forge

It is always good to hear that one of our 
advertisers has achieved a mile-stone 
and none more so than TJ Electricals 
on Camposol B.  Congratulations from 
all of us at the Chronicle for celebrating 
10 years in business. The team at 
TJ Electricals always go that extra 
mile and they have built up a brilliant 
reputation over the last 10 years.

Looking forward to a super May from all 
of us at the Chronicle
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Price List - All Prices are excluding IVA

Full Page Half Page Quarter Page Medium Small Business Card

Size of advert 19cm wide x 
26,5 cm high

19cm wide x 
13,1cm high

9,3cm wide x 
13,1cm high

12,6cm wide x 
8,7cm high or 
6,25 wide x 17,5 
cm high

6,25cm wide x 
8,7cm high

9,3cm wide x 
5cm high

Full Colour 250,00€ 135,00€ 85,00€ 75,00€ 45,00€ 40,00€

To advertise with us contact Sales on 619 199 407 or email us on costacalidachronicle@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER
Whilst the CCC are happy to accept monthly reports from the various organizations in the area, the articles printed are not necessarily 
the opinions of the editor or publisher and the contents should be viewed as a guideline only.  Professional advice should be sought 
to cover any information printed therein.  Advertisements and reports are not formally endorsed by the CCC.  We cannot accept 
responsibility for advertisers’ works, service or goods.  The publishers endeavour to ensure the contents are correct, but cannot accept 
responsibility for the effects of errors or omissions. 
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Jane Cronin’s ‘Step by Step 
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Harlequin Rock Choir   48

Finance
Bitcoin 20
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Food and Drink
Ma Millbank’s Kitchen   47
Restaurant and Take Away Guide  
    63

Groups
B Clean Gardening Group  35
Camposol C Green Fingers Group  
    34
Camposol Explorers   32
Ladies Chatterbox   36
Los Palaios Gardening Group  36

Health and Beauty
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Information
Advertisers Directory       72–73
Birding in Murcia       38–39
Classifieds    70
Contact Us      4

Contributors      2
Dear Readers      2
History Snippets   41
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Price List      4
Puzzle Answers   70
Spanish Student’s Views  42

Leisure
Cartagena Events   58
Puzzle Page    40
TV News    55
Walkers Around Murcia   44

News
British Embassy, Madrid    6
Spanish News    74

Property
Property Matters   53

Religion
Did You Know?   48
Mass in English   53
Open Door    20
Puerto Lumreras Christian 
Fellowship    14
Rios de Vida (Rivers of Life)  12
Salt Church    57
The Rockin’ Vicar   44
Welcome House   42
Wellspring Victory Church 54

Special Pages
Business News and Supporting 
Local Businesses        50–52
Health and Beauty        16-19
Northwest Murcia        42–44
South East Murcia        56–58
South Murcia           32–37
Sports         65–69
Sprucing Up Your Outside Areas  
         22–27
What’s On         61–63

Sports
Camposol Golf Association  68
Formula 1 Report   69
Fuente Old Guard Golf Society  66
Los Amigos de Mazarron FC  65
Los Amigos Golf Society  67
Mazarrón Bowls Club   66
Straight Down the Middle Golf 
Society    67

Sales & Marketing      - 619 199 407
Eva - Sales Representative - 651 659 
109 
Patti Benn - Editor      - 646 005 017
Graphic Design
- costacalidachronicle@gmail.com
Martine Shindler - Office Manager
& Customer Services - 618 451 798
costacalidachronicle@gmail.com
www.costacalidachronicle.com
www.costacalidachronicle.com/
articles-main/costa-calida-chronicle-
blog/
Our office address is:
Calle Jara,
Camposol B, 
Mazarrón,
Murcia 30875
FIND US INSIDE ANOTHER WORLD 
PROPERTIES ON CAMPOSOL B. 
Office Opening hours:
Tuesday 10am-2pm
Wednesday 1.30pm-5.30pm
Thursday 10am-12pm (by appointment
only)
Payments can also be made in our office 
on
Monday-Friday 10am - 4pm
If you would like to place an advertisement
or write an article to be included in the
Costa Cálida Chronicle, then please send it
to us costacalidachronicle@gmail.com

To our advertisers. 

If you have sent an email to the CCC and 
NOT received any  acknowledgement then 
you can assume that we have not received 
it.

In line with our customer service policy we 
always reply to every email even if it is just 
a short note to say “got it”.
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An Update for UK Nationals 
From 1st January 2021, UK Nationals 
have been able to spend 90 days out of 
every 180 within the Schengen area for 
tourism or other specific purposes, such 
as business meetings, without needing a 
visa. Any stays beyond the 90 days will be 
dependent on Spain’s visa and immigration 
rules and any UK Nationals who would like 
to discuss extending their stay should 
contact their local extranjería office or call 
060.
 
All foreign nationals intending to stay 
in Spain for longer than three months 
have always been obliged to register for 
residency – whatever their nationality. 
Therefore if you arrived in Spain before 
1st January 2021, you must take steps 
to become resident if you consider your 
home to be here. Otherwise, you should 
be arranging to return to the UK. If you are 
trying to become resident and are in the 
process of registering or appealing against 
your application having been rejected, the 
90-day rule does not apply to you.
 
HMA Hugh Elliott said: “The Spanish 
Government has been clear that it will 
take a pragmatic approach to anyone who 
is stuck in Spain due to circumstances 
beyond their control, so I don’t want 
people to be overly worried. However, if 
people do not intend to become resident in 
Spain and see the UK as their base, we do 
expect them to take steps to return to the 
UK as soon as they can.”
 
The Spanish Government has no plans 
to deport British citizens who have made 
Spain their home and, for this reason, 
Spain has been one of the first EU countries 
to establish a documentation procedure 
under the Withdrawal Agreement, which 
consists of a declaratory system to apply 
for the new residence permit (TIE). We 
remind British citizens that, although there 
is no time limit, it is important to make 
this application as soon as possible as, 
among other things, it will facilitate the 
administrative processing and the crossing 
of the external borders of the European 
Union.
 
If you are in the UK and considering 
travelling to Spain, or are in Spain and 
have friends or family wanting to visit, you 

should be aware of the continuing travel 
restrictions on both leaving the UK and 
entering Spain. UK Nationals must make 
sure that they meet both the requirements 
to leave the UK and those to enter Spain, 
bearing in mind that they are not the same.

Entry to Spain will only be granted to 
those passengers who can demonstrate 
that their journey is essential, as well as to 
those who are already legally resident in 
Spain. Entering merely to visit, even if you 
have a second home here, is not a justified 
reason for entry. You may be questioned 
on arrival by Spanish border authorities to 
ensure you meet the entry requirements 
and they will only grant entry if they are 
satisfied that your journey to Spain is 
essential and they reserve the right to 
deny passage. Ultimately, the decision on 
whether to grant entry into Spain is made 
by Spanish border officials as set out in our 
Travel Advice.

For the latest information and links to 
the restrictions on leaving the UK and 
entering Spain, we advise people to visit 
our Travel Advice page on gov.uk and 
sign up for alerts, so that they are notified 
of any changes: https://www.gov.uk/
foreign-travel-advice/spain
 
UK Government Extends Support For 
Vulnerable UK Nationals Applying For 
Residency In Spain
 
·       Additional £1 million of funding for 
charities and voluntary organisations 
across Europe to support vulnerable UK 
Nationals applying for residency, bringing 
the total to £4 million.
·       Since March 2020, eight organisations 
have reached 350,000 vulnerable 
individuals using the UK Nationals 
Support Fund.
·       Age in Spain, Babelia and IOM 
continue to support UK Nationals in Spain.
 
The UK Government is extending support 
for potentially at-risk groups including 
pensioners, disabled people and those 
with language difficulties who live in 
Europe, by continuing the activity of the 
UK Nationals Support Fund (UKNSF) 
and supplementing it with an additional £1 
million.
 

UKNSF provides funds to eight 
organisations to support UK Nationals 
who need assistance with their residency 
applications. These organisation operate 
in 11 EU Member States and Norway and 
since the launch of the Fund in March 
2020, have provided practical support 
for UK Nationals who need assistance 
with the process of applying/registering 
for residency in 12 European countries, 
following the end of the Transition Period. 
This funding is in addition to £3 million 
announced by the Foreign Secretary in 
March 2020. Figures just published by the 
Observatorio Permanente de la Inmigracion 
show that as of 31st December 2020 there 
were 381,448 UK Nationals holding a valid 
residency certificate or card in Spain.

British Ambassador to Spain, Hugh 
Elliott, said: “I am delighted that more 
funding has been provided to Age in 
Spain, Babelia and IOM through the 
UK Nationals Support Fund. These 
organisations provide vital support to UK 
Nationals who need additional help with 
their residency application in Spain, so I 
urge any UK Nationals who are struggling 
with the process to contact them for help.”
 
UK Nationals should visit the Living in 
Spain Guide at gov.uk/livinginspain to 
check what action they may need to take.
The International Organisation for 
Migration (Andalusia, Castilla la Mancha, 
Castilla León, Ceuta, Extremadura, Madrid, 
Melilla and Murcia)
·       IOM Spain website
·       Email: UKnationalsSP@iom.int
·       Helplines: Andalusia, Ceuta, Melilla: 
+34 650 339 754, Madrid, Castilla la 
Mancha, Castilla León, Extremadura: +34 
699 581 855, Murcia: +34 648 642 
543, all available Mon-Thurs, 3.30pm-5pm
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On a lovely crisp Saturday morning on 17th 
April at 1100hrs, the community of Camposol 
and its surrounding area came together 
for an act of remembrance for HRH, Prince 
Philip Duke of Edinburgh.  Masks were worn 
throughout and social distancing maintained 
during current COVID-19 regulations. The 
service was held in the Memorial Garden 
on Camposol A with the kind permission of 
the Los Palacios Gardening and Community 
group.
 
It was the 
concept of 
former WREN 
Petty Officer 
Linda Taylor, 
who served in 
the Women’s 
Royal Naval 
Service from 
1972-1978 and 
former Leading 
WREN Billie E 
Graham-Thomas 
of Camposol, 
Mazarrón who 
served in the 

W R E N s / R o y a l 
Navy from 1987-
1998.
 
In attendance 
were the local 
Mazarrón District 
Mayor Gaspar 
Miras Lorente, 
Mrs Silvana 
Buxton Councillor 
of Camposol and 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Relations and 
other Town 

Council Delegates.  The Mayor addressed the 
gathering and it was translated by Mrs Buxton
“On behalf of the Spanish people in our region 
we would like to offer our sincere and heartfelt 
condolences to you all here, Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth, the Royal Family and 

the British 
people on 
the passing 
of His Royal 
H i g h n e s s 
Prince Philip, 
Duke of 
Edinburgh.

During his 
lifetime he 
ma in ta ined 
a close 
relationship 
with the 
S p a n i s h 
Royal family 
King Juan and Sofia and like Her Majesty the 
Queen, were all great, great, grandchildren of 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria, the grandmother 
of Europe.
Prince Philip was a veteran of World War 2 
and was mentioned in dispatches for his 
bravery for saving many of those on-board 
HMS Valiant.

For 64 years he was Commandant of the 
Royal Marines some of whom will be his 
coffin bearers, chosen due to the strong bond 
Prince Philip had with them and all the British 
Armed Forces. He will be remembered for his 
steadfast dedication to public service and to 
Queen Elizabeth II, his charitable work and 
his mischievous sense of humour.
Calm Sea’s and Fair Winds Sir.”
 
The Reading was done by former Wren Petty 
Officer Linda Taylor.
A Hero’s Welcome by Robert Longley.
Time to come home dear brother
Your tour of duty through.
You’ve given as much as anyone
Could be expected to do.
Just a few more steps further
The smoke will start to clear.
Others here will guide you
You have no need to fear.
You have not failed your brothers,
You clearly have it all

And through your selfless actions
Others will hear the call,
So take your place of Honour
Amongst those who have gone before
And now you will be remembered
For now and ever more. 
 
The musical arrangement was by former 
Royal Air Force Sgt Carl Thomas:
Send Him Home by the Royal Marines Band.
How Great Thou Art by Carry Underwood.
Over The Hills and Far Away by Alfie Boe
Abide With Me by The Royal Marines Band
Amazing Grace by The Royal Scots Dragoon 
Guards.

This was followed by the hymns I Vow to Thee 
my Country and Jerusalem. 
 
Representatives of several veteran and 
civilian charities as well as others were 
present and the service was presided over by 
Rev. Val Caffyn the local Camposol Padre. The 
Royal British Legion Murcia Branch Standard 
was also present.

Many thanks to Camposol C Greenfingers 
Gardening Group for the use of their 
generator.

Gaspar Miras And Silvana 
Buxton

Linda Taylor

Former Leading Wren 
Billie Graham-Thomas



8 www.costacalidachronicle.com                             Costa Cálida Chronicle Sales 619 199 407

Costa Cálida Chronicle - May 2021

Liberty Seguros explains the new changes 
with respect to the so-called Green Card 

As of April 1, the green card -which 
verifies the validity of Compulsory Liability 
Insurance for vehicles- will no longer be 
green and will now be sent by email to policy 
holders by their insurance provider. In a 
move that will see more of the sector enter 
the era of digital transformation, 
drivers will be able to print their 
own green cards, with black and 
white prints on standard A4 paper.

This change has been driven 
within the decision of The Council 
of Bureaux, the organisation 
acting for the protection of 
cross-border road traffic and 
coordinating the activities of 
the different EU members of the 
Green Card system, to check the 
validity of Third Party Liability 
Motor Insurance through a new 
centralised single platform.  

Now, using advanced security measures, its 
centralised web platform will allow insurers 
of its member countries to generate “QR-
coded” Green Cards, which will then be 
sent to policy holders as downloadable 
PDFs. So, these documents no longer need 
to be printed on the traditional, green-
coloured paper and as such, the traditional 
Green Card may simply become black and 
white.

These changes mean that when you are 
driving in a Bureaux member country, 
the authorities will be able to check 
automatically, through this platform, if a 

vehicle is duly insured.

But, despite these changes, Liberty 
Seguros reminds us that when you are 
visiting countries that are not part of the 
European Economic Area (such as the UK 
and Gibraltar), the green card document, 
although now a printed version, will be 
mandatory as it always has been.

In the same manner, insured vehicles 
from countries OUTSIDE of The Council of 
Bureaux and those that are not part of the 
European Economic Area (including, UK 
and Gibraltar-registered vehicles) will also 
be required to carry the document whilst 
driving in Spain.
For Liberty Seguros, no longer having to 
print and post Green Cards in a specified 
colour and format will be a welcome 
change. For policy holders, Liberty 
Seguros assures drivers that the new 
process is as easy as printing an airline 
boarding pass.

With the changes 
that surround Brexit, 
Liberty Seguros 
understands that 
there’s a real need for 
clear and transparent 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
regarding changes 
to driving in Spain, 
and it remains on-
hand to keep you 
informed with regard 
to your obligations as 
a driver.

The expat’s preferred insurer, Liberty 
Seguros offers a wide range of covers for 
car insurance that can be tailored to your 
individual needs, with advantages that 
stand out against competitors.

For example, with Liberty Seguros, 
there’s no need to declare vehicle 
accessories if they have been fitted by 

the manufacturer; and, in the case 
of a claim, any luggage or personal 
belongings are covered up to 500€.

Liberty Seguros also offers 
extended cover in case of Total Loss 
or Total Theft at 100% of the value 
‘as new’ if the vehicle is less than 2 
years old, or at 80% of the value ‘as 
new’ if the vehicle is between 2 and 3 
years old. A courtesy car is included 
as standard for up to 45 days (35 
days for vehicle breakdown) and 
policy holders are free to choose a 
garage of their choice in the event of 
a claim. 

What’s more, Liberty Seguros has 
specific cover for electric vehicles too.

There are other benefits as well. With 
Liberty Seguros there’s no maximum 
age for drivers – provided they have a valid 
driving license – and Roadside Assistance 
is available from Km.0. 

Furthermore, with Liberty Seguros 
you can also take out car insurance for 
UK-plated vehicles (except for vehicles 
registered in Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney 
and Gibraltar), as well as cover for classic 
vehicles and Spanish and UK-registered 
motorhomes!

With an extensive network of more than 
300 expatriate brokers and agents that 
speak YOUR language and who are at 
YOUR disposal for friendly and expert 
advice that’s tailored to you, it’s easy to 
see why Liberty Seguros has become 
expat insurance provider of choice in Spain 
with over 175,000 expat clients. 

To find the location of your nearest 
broker/agent, simply visit: www.
libertyexpatriates.es or call 913 422 
549
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A Long Way Home - following on from 
last month’s story

After leaving Oviedo hospital, thoroughly 
exhausted, with my leg in plaster, I 
decided that we would take the Friday 
to try and organise the journey home to 
Cartagena. According to the ER trauma 
surgeon, the sooner we could arrive and I 
could be operated on, the better.

However, that was easier said than 
done!

Our flights were booked via an airline 
flying into Corvera and try as we might 
we couldn’t find ANY customer service 
number to call regarding our bookings, 
or on the internet to check if and when I 

would be able to fly.
Finally, David found a central number 
in Madrid, but the operator was not 
prepared to commit to a timescale and 
investigation of the online rules led us to 
conflicting responses.

David finally got connected to the booking 
sites ‘Chatbot’ and with the immortal 
words “My name is Tiffany. How may I 
help you?” we thought we might finally 
solve the problem. According to Tiffany, 
if 24 hours had passed since the cast 
went on, then I would be able to board 
the plane, although she did state several 
times that it was at the discretion of the 
airport staff. With Tiffany’s help, we re-
booked our flights for 11am Saturday 
morning and finally felt like we were 

making progress.

Arriving at 
check-in, the 
ground staff 
unfortunately had 
other ideas!

According to THEIR 
rules, I had to have 
the cast on for 48 
hours to lessen the 
risk of swelling AND 
get a doctor to open 
the cast to allow for 

this and pass me fit to fly. At that point, 
David had re-named the lovely Tiffany 
‘idiota’ and the ground staff refused to 
budge, although they did offer to swap us 
onto a Sunday night flight for 10 times 
the price. 

A quick visit to the car hire company 
proved to be the solution. We could take 
a one way hire to Cartagena for just 30€ 
extra and drive ourselves back, staying 
overnight in Madrid if we needed to. 

So began our epic drive, leaving Oviedo 
airport at midday, arriving in Madrid by 
teatime (calling in at the ER for more 
morphine and stopping to rest for an 
hour), hopping around service stations in 
a plaster cast and arriving at Santa Lucia 
hospital in Cartagena a little before 2am 
on Sunday morning. 

David was a brilliant and uncomplaining 
taxi driver and I was taken straight in by 
the duty nurse on ER and finally got to rest 
in a real bed, rehydrated and preparing 
for surgery the next day.

Next month: Plaques, screws and my 
bionic ankle.

Call/Whatsapp Liz Edmiston on + 34 662 
556 433  liz@longtermletspain.com  
www.longtermletspain.com

So another month has passed which as 
always brought many highs and lows.  
On the lows we experienced the ongoing 
saga of COVID regulations and the vastly 
differing interpretations thereof.

Having been told directly by the 
Ayuntamiento, together with the 
management of Meson Mariano, that all 
events are illegal, we are still unable to 
present the magnificent shows we have 
waiting in the wings including Chess, for 
whom so many already have tickets!

There are venues who are continuing 
to hold events stating they have the 
necessary permission to do so.  Others 
have approached this head on and been 
advised that events can go ahead, but 
that both artistes and customers must 
wear a mask and not drink or eat during 
performances. We continue to ‘tread 
water’ and pray the time will soon arrive 
when we can once again entertain our 
supporters. 
 
As many people will be aware, we also 
assist humans in time of need as well 
as our rescue work for the dogs. On 
the bright side, this month we were 

delighted to 
be donated 
a beautiful 
toy by The 
Food Co, 
M a z a r r ó n 
for a child 
of our 
c h o o s i n g . 
There are 
many needy 
families in 
Aguilas and 
Lorca and 
t h r o u g h 
their visits to our charity shop we come to 
know them well. Our shop Manager Lucia 
Casada can be seen here presenting the 
toy to little Noemi Rodriguez Sanchez and 
her father Luis Alfredo Rodriguez Ruiz.

We would like to thank Store Manager 
Mark and his team for their kindness.

A n o t h e r 
high note 
was being 
able to help 
a Camposol 
resident who 
u r g e n t l y 
needed to 
return to 
the UK, 
but due to 
quarantine 
i s s u e s , 
t o g e t h e r 
w i t h 
currently no 
home there, 
was anxious to find a very good home for 
his much loved dog. Within a few days 
Digger, now known as Digzi, was given 
a magnificent, loving, permanent home 
with Tracy and Richard - new members 
to our Helping Hands team. Additionally 
we have two beautiful young dogs, 
brother and sister, who will be travelling 
to their new homes in the near future.

Richard and Tracy with Digzi

Lucia Presenting Toy
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Reflexive Verbs – more uses
These Reflexive Verbs are taking a bit of 
time, but it’s worth it in the long run.  We 
are still only laying the foundations in as 
much as we are looking at how they work 
in the present simple tense and we are 
looking at examples that are fairly easy 
to understand as they describe physical 
actions.

We have talked about waking up, getting 
up and showering, so I suppose before we 
go any further, we should look at getting 
dressed, otherwise we’ll be feeling chilly.

Following the same process of reasoning 
as before – we first need the verb ‘to dress’ 
which is ‘vestir’.   We don’t always dress 
ourselves; we might want to dress a child, 
a doll, an invalid etc, in which case we 
would use this verb in its Non-Reflexive 
form.
La niña viste su muñeca.
The girl dresses her doll.

‘Vestir’, as you will have noticed from that 
example, is a root-changing verb.  It is an 
‘E to I’ verb, so this is how it conjugates in 
the present tense:

Visto
Vistes
Viste
Vestimos
Vestís
Visten

Most of us, most of the time, dress 
ourselves, so to express this in Spanish 
we need the Reflexive form ‘vestirse’ 
(to dress oneself, i.e. to get dressed).   
Therefore:
Me visto por la mañana.
I get dressed in the morning. (I dress 
myself in the morning).

The whole conjugation goes:

Me Visto
Te Vistes
Se Viste
Nos Vestimos
Os Vestís 
Se Visten

We could go on repeating similar 
examples, but we have looked at four now 
and hopefully the penny is beginning to 
drop!  Now to move the subject on one 
stage further, what we have to realize 
is that Reflexive Verbs are often used 
to express ideas that are less easy to 
visualize.  Let’s take the most common 
one of all as an illustration.  You will have 
heard examples of this many times – it is 
the verb ‘irse’ which means ‘to go away’.  
I like to think of it as meaning: ‘to take 
oneself away’.  Although we never really 
say this in English, it helps me to capture 
the meaning and work out when to use it.

This is how it goes in Spanish:

Me Voy
Te Vas
Se Va
Nos Vamos
Os Vais
Se Van

I can say:
Voy a la playa los domingos.
I go to the beach on Sundays.

Adiós, me voy.
Goodbye, I’m off, (I’m going away), using 
the reflexive form.

However, it is also possible to say:
Me voy a la playa.
I’m off to the beach.

In this case the Reflexive Pronoun 
doesn’t alter the essential meaning at all; 
rather it makes the whole sentence more 
emphatic and more focused on the action 
of going.

Keep smiling!

Jane Cronin’s ‘Step by Step Spanish’ 
articles are available as e-books at www.
janecronin.eu where you can also obtain 
Jane’s ‘Step by Step Internet Spanish 
Course’.

Bi-lingual Evangelical Church In 
Fuente Alamo

Our God wants us to be happy!
There are many out there who may think 
otherwise, particularly in these times with 
so much negativity in the world. Many 
feel that if they become Christians, they 
will not be able to be happy; that they will 
have to comply with too many rules and 
codes of behaviour which will limit their 
ability to have fun and enjoy a good time, 
but this is far from reality.

The truth is, that when we become 
Christians, we free ourselves from the 
bonds of the world which we often don’t 
realise we are conforming to, many 
of which leave us feeling dissatisfied, 
empty and often bring us sorrow.  We are 
desperately seeking answers to so much 
that is happening in our lives, but not 
knowing where to turn.

Being Christians, we love music and very 
few things bring us more joy than joining 
in fellowship with other believers to sing 
praises to our God.  He loves to hear our 
praises.  It pleases Him to see His people 
joining together to worship Him and it 

fills us with joy and happiness to know 
that what we are doing is pleasing to a 
Heavenly Father who loves us.

Being a Christian brings us together as 
a Church family and being part of that 
family brings a wonderful sense of unity, 
freedom and love. We have fellowship with 
people we can trust and turn to in times of 
trouble and people we can celebrate with 
in times of rejoicing, but our greatest joy 
as Christians is knowing that we have the 
promise of eternal life when our time on 
this earth is done.  We can be happy in the 
knowledge that, although we have made 
many mistakes, done so much wrong, we 
have a Father in Heaven who loves us and 
forgives us.

God created us to be happy, but it’s true 
that when things don’t go well, we don’t 
always feel happy and we don’t feel like 
praising Him. We must always have 
praise in our hearts, because even when 
circumstances aren’t the best, God is 
always there for us. He loves us and He 
wants us to be happy.

Every minute of every day you have an 
opportunity to strengthen your relationship 

with your Heavenly Father. If you don’t yet 
have a relationship with Him, you could put 
that right, right now. Just take a moment 
to speak to Him, to seek Him out.  He’s 
waiting to hear from you.

The Bible tells us in Psalm 68 v. 3:-

“But the righteous will rejoice; they will 
rejoice before God and they will leap for 
joy.”

At the time of writing our Sunday morning 
services start at 11am, but are subject to 
change, so please give us a call before you 
travel.

Our Sunday morning services are held at 
Calle Espinar 13, Fuente Alamo.

There is no greater source of
happiness than a personal, 
loving relationship with the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

He wants to see us happy, 
smiling, having fun.
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Is There More? – Or Is This The End?
Many of us use clichés as a means to comfort 
a grieving family such as “Well they have had 
a good life”; “They are out of their pain now”; 
or “They are not suffering anymore”, but are 
they said with knowledge or something we 
just say without understanding.

Do you know what lies beyond the grave?  
Have you ever really thought about it?   Why 
do so many say things about what they 
possibly know nothing about? 
 
In Luke 23 verses 32 -43 we see a different 
picture unfolding between two thieves:
One goes on to eternal life with Jesus and 
the other misses out completely, totally 
separated and out of heaven (paradise).

Let’s look at the story from verses 39-43:
One of the criminals who hung there hurled 

insults at Him (Jesus) saying “Aren’t you the 
Christ? Save yourself and us!”
The other criminal rebuked him, “Don’t 
you fear God since You are under the same 
sentence? We are punished justly, for we 
are getting what our deeds deserve, but this 
man has done nothing wrong”.  Then he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into 
Your kingdom”. Jesus answered him, “I tell 
you the truth today; you will be with Me in 
paradise”. 
This thief recognized several things about 
himself and Jesus.
1. He feared God.
2. His punishment was just.
3. He says of Jesus: this man has done 
nothing wrong, therefore he is unjustly 
punished.
4. He must have read and believed the sign 
above Jesus’ head “This is the King of the 
Jews”.

5. Recognizing Jesus as King; “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your 
Kingdom”.
6. Jesus recognized the thief’s 
acknowledgment of his sin and just 
punishment and his desire to be with him. 

There are many times when I want to cry 
out to people for them to call out to Jesus 
as the thief did.  Only Jesus can save anyone 
by repenting, confessing their sin and turning 
from unbelief and rejection of Him.

Jesus says John 14 verse 6; “I am the 
way the truth and the life”.

We have to come to Him by way of the cross 
because there will be no-one in Heaven who 
has not been marked by the cross of Jesus 
Christ and cleansed with His precious, blood 
through repentance.  We have to accept that 
He has paid the price for our sins which cost 
Him his very life upon the cross in the place 
of you and me.

This is called GRACE – God’s Riches At 
Christ’s Expense. 

This is salvation unto eternal life with Jesus, 
Revelation 21 verse 1-4; “He will dwell with 
His people and be their God promising a new 
Heaven and earth. He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away.”

If the above is in store for the believer I 
wonder what you think or believe eternity 
holds for the unbeliever? The opposite 
maybe?
 
Pride can be our obstacle we know best 
and so stay in our sinful rejection of Jesus.  
Holding these thoughts at death makes them 
eternal.

But Acts 2 verse 21 “Everyone who calls on 
the name of the Lord Jesus will be saved”.  
Will you call?
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My goodness 
May already! 
I know the 
past 18 
months have 
been quite 
d i f f e r e n t , 
but I feel a 
little bit of 
o p t i m i s m 
r e t u r n i n g .
Our solar 
power at The 
Sanctuary, 
La Paca has 
made a huge 
d i f f e r e n c e 
to our lives 
there. Being able to switch the fridge 
on and flick a switch for lights; what a 
treat!  Small things when you have not had 
them and had to rely on an unpredictable 
generator, which always ran out of fuel at 
the most inappropriate times is hopefully 
a thing of the past.  We are still waiting 
for the plans back from the Council for the 
stables to be built. They have had them 
ages and we just want to get started and 
it is such an important part of our plans. 

The way people shop locally has changed 
a lot since lock down and much more is 
done online.  We have relaunched our 
House of Henrietta fashion page and it is 
now called House of Henrietta Apparel 

Donkey Sanctuary where lots of 
previously loved and new quality items are 
posted frequently.  Pay the page a visit, like 
and share and then you will see details of 
the items posted.  We have some cracking 
items and the page is doing very well.  We 
have also relaunched the AAR Mazarrón 
Shop page with items for the home. Take a 
look! You never know, there might just be 
something there you are looking for – at a 
great price!

All the money goes towards the care of the 
donkeys, ponies and dogs which does not 
come cheap.  We have just had a delivery 
of alfalfa and it cost 1,125€ and that is 
just for the donkeys at La Paca. It is an 
essential part of their diet.  Donkeys have 
big tummies, as long as they are happy!  
They also receive other supplementary 
food! 
FACT:  Did you know it is better for 
donkeys to feed at ground level as it is 
generally better for their digestion!
  
I have heard 
many times 
how dogs are 
abandoned; 
thrown out 
of cars, 
left by/in 
dustbins and 
abused, but 
I have now 
actually seen 
it happen 
– along the 
road by my 
house!  I 
was behind 
a van when 
it happened 
and got the 
registration.  
A little 

dog was 
thrown out 
looking very 
bewildered! 
A super 
friendly little 
boy, he came 
with me, 
but he had 
a horrible 
g a p i n g 
wound on 
the top of 
his neck.  It 
d e f i n i t e l y 
n e e d e d 
the vet’s 
attention, so 
the poor little chap had to be sedated whilst 
it was cleaned and sewn back together.  I 
am sure he will make a full recovery.  The 
strange thing is, he looked well cared for 
and certainly not starved, but no surprise; 
no chip!  He will be available for adoption 
once he has healed.  We have named him 
Joe and think he is about 4 years old.  A 
denuncia has been taken out.

It is great to be back on Camposol B on 
Mondays and to catch up with so many 
supporters and friends we haven’t seen 
for a long time.  Kevin or I are always 
very happy to receive your donations 
and one of us will be there every Monday 
from 11.30am-1.30pm in the car park.  
Alternatively, items can be dropped off at 
either shop in Roldan or Mazarrón from 
10.30am-1.30pm.

That’s it for now.

Andrea x
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Health Insurance With And Without 
Copayments
We live in a time when Health Care has 
become a 
priority. In 
this situation 
H e a l t h 
I n s u r a n c e s 
play a crucial 
role and when 
it comes 
to choose 
a policy, 
a t t e n t i o n 
s h o u l d 
focus on all 
terms and 
conditions of 
the contract, 
e s p e c i a l l y 
if it has 
Copayments 
or not.

When we 
talk about 
Copayments, 
we refer to 
the amount that has to be paid by the 
policyholder each time he/she makes use 
of the medical services included in the 
policy. This amount is independent of the 
premium paid by the insurance.

Health Insurance with Copayments
Copayment is usually applied to GP and 
specialist consultations, diagnostic tests 

and therapeutic 
acts and even to 
hospitalisations 
and emergencies. 
It can therefore 
result in an 
i m p o r t a n t 
increase in the 
insurance cost.

The price of the 
Copayment may 
vary depending 
on the medical 
service and 
the terms and 
conditions of 
the contract. 
Hospitalisations 
and advanced 
diagnostic tests 
normally involve a 
high Copayment.

Health Insurance without Copayments
Only the insurance premium has to be paid, 
thus giving peace of mind, as no additional 
payments are requested to have access to 
the benefits and services guaranteed by 
the policy.
In case the private medical insurance 

is needed to get the residence permit in 
Spain, having a policy without Copayments 
is essential, as it is one of the requirements 
for residencia.

ASSSA Health Insurance policies have 
no Copayments, thus no extra payments 
have to be made after having paid the 
premium to have access to all benefits 
included in the policy. Moreover, they have 
medical, surgical and hospital coverage.

ASSSA Health Insurance is the best 
investment for your health, as it is a 
policy without Copayments, with lifetime 
guarantee of no cancellation and no 
premium increase due to age.
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What to eat to reduce inflammation, 
lower cancer markers and restore 
healthy immune function.

Below is information that helped me 
reverse my own cancer prognoses 
thanks to a 66% reduction in my PSA 
cancer marker from 5.2 to 1.7 in just 
10 days. 3 weeks later it was 0.65!  5 
years on, it is now 0.2!!!

1 Anti-Inflammatory Diet
Consuming a healthy diet rich in 
antioxidants from fruits, vegetables, nuts, 
seeds, grains and healthy fats is critical 
to support a healthy immune system, 
especially as we age. Pathogenic agents 
cannot thrive in alkaline environments 
which make eating fresh fruits and 
vegetables and healthy cell-supporting 
fats absolutely necessary. 

Sadly with so much processed garbage 
flooding the market, most of us are 
adding to the toxic load daily with a diet 
high in sugar, bad fats, dyes, chemicals, 
artificial flavourings and processed salts 
etc. Add to that heavy metals like lead 
and mercury (tooth fillings and in the 
sea and the earth) as well as elemental 
chlorine in the water supply, GMO crops 
and household chemicals. Personal care 
products like deodorants, scents, shampoo 
and toothpaste also can be a toxin. This is 
a lot to process. 

The key is getting as much toxicity 
out of the system as possible while 
ensuring that you get proper nutrition 
to ensure good gut function where 

80% of our immune system comes 
from. 

Most people’s diets are heavily acidic 
and can lead to gut problems and proper 
‘absorption’ and as a result deplete 
immune function. The Cancer diet protocol 
eliminates all foods that cause the 
acidity load to be increased and further 
compromise our lymphatic system’s ability 
to clear out the extra load of acid waste.

The protocol I adopted in 2016 has 
been adjusted and tweaked to further 
improve the outcome of those wishing 
to emulate my success on my own 
prostate cancer so my own protocol 
now is below:

At the beginning of my journey I was 
juicing at least ½kg of carrots, celery, kale, 
beetroot, broccoli and whatever else was 
in season in order to flood my body with 
antioxidants and supercharge immune 
response. I would do this around midday 
and was drinking around 1 litre of juice. 
The beta-carotene from the carrots turned 
my skin a little orange, but once I reduced 
my intake, normality resumed, but I did 
not have any side effects from this other 
than the amazing turnaround in my cancer 
markers which gave me the drive and 
enthusiasm to start learning more about 
how such a simple and effective protocol 
could have achieved such a huge change 
in such a short period of time. I also 
was using Bicarbonate of Soda to rapidly 
alkalize the body to slow down any more 
cancer growth.

It is difficult to know exactly what caused 
this huge turnaround.
Was it stopping my significant alcohol 
consumption?
Was it eliminating all processed foods 
(anything that was not live food)?
Was it eliminating all forms of meat and 
dairy products?
Was it flooding my body with huge 
antioxidants from the juicing?
Was it making all my own food from real 
live fresh produce?

Was it cutting out all the junk food like 
bread, cakes, pastries, crisps and biscuits 
all with loads of refined sugars?
Was it the supplementation of multiple 
vitamins and minerals?

I suggest ALL THE ABOVE contributed to 
my recovery!

To be honest, the testimonials from all 
my YouTube subscribers who duplicated 
my success to a greater or lesser degree 
had one common thread running through 
the data; discipline and determination to 
take back control of their own health and 
not leave the problem to a third party in a 
white coat. Those who were unable to stick 
to the protocols broadly did badly and by 
contrast the closer those who were able to 
make wholesale changes did really well. I 
have covered this point before and each 
time when a failure has occurred it was 
addiction to the very things that caused 
the problems in the first place that was so 
difficult for many to overcome.

One thing I can promise you is that habits 
are rather like a comfortable bed; ‘So easy 
to get into, but so hard to get out of!’

Unless we can take up the challenge 
against ourselves and our own addictions, 
it is likely we fail to get the results we 
seek to achieve. The good news is that 
after 6 months of discipline, not only could 
you have broken the back of the health 
challenges, but you will be healthier and 
more determined than ever to continue. 

The Liver works better to project manage 
your entire physiology.
Kidney function and filtration starts to 
improve (all confirmed in subsequent 
blood tests).
Pain levels can diminish.
Energy levels, along with better cognitive 
function, also return.
Heart issues can stabilize thanks to 
reduced plaguing.
Blood sugar problems can reduce.
Cancer markers can lower, as gut function 
also improves to boost immune function.
Inflammation, the number one precursor 
to systemic disease, can reduce giving you 
a level of health that you can take to the 
bank and enjoy while you age in a healthier 
and medication-free future. 

As with all my information, do not stop 
taking prescription medication without 
first consulting your own healthcare 
professional. Be aware that as blood 
pressure normalizes, too much medication 
will lower this further, so monitoring of this 
at the very least is advised.
  
Next month we look at what I actually eat 
and drink every day to stay well.  If you want 
my free Ebook detailing all the information 
I have posted over the past 6 months, 
email me at andrewhurrell2000@
yahoo.com for your own free copy. 
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Why people are switching from Banks 
to digital Stable Coins for a 10% APR 
with virtually no risk! 
With the explosion of interest in crypto 
currencies, it is worthwhile considering what 
role Stable Coins should play in growing 
your savings. While technically you don’t 
really ‘invest’ in Stable Coins, (since they, 
in themselves, cannot offer you a return), 
they still offer a number of key benefits.

Stable Coins have massively increased in 
popularity of late with the likes of USDC 
(United States Dollar Coin). This is because 
Stable Coins offer a number of key benefits 
to trades that include:
Price stability - the value stays locked at $1 
per coin. 
A useful transfer mechanism - can be easily 
converted back into cash like the Euro or 
GBP, or more speculative crypto currencies 
like Bitcoin. 
A lending tool for earning high interest 
rates. 

Let’s look at each of these individually.
Price Stability
Stable Coins, in particular, USDC (a USD-
backed stable coin) gained popularity in late 
2017 as the crypto market exploded. Users 
saw this particular asset as a tool to hedge 
price risks as the volatility of Bitcoin and 
many other crypto currencies spiked wildly.

The market capitalization of USDC (a 
measure of the total value of USDC in 

circulation) went from approximately $10m 
at the beginning of 2017 to over $1.3bn by 
the end of the year; a 130x increase.
Many Stable Coins have followed the 
success of USDC. These include Tether, 
TUSD, DAI, PAX and more recently 
exchange-specific Stable Coins such as 
Binance USD (BUSD). What is clear is that 
all the most popular Stable Coins have 
one consistent trend: the peg to the USD 
dollar. This is due to the fact that the dollar 
is widely considered to be the reserve 
currency of the world and is commonly used 
as the de facto pricing unit for international 
trade.

A Useful Transfer Mechanism
Stable Coins have become an increasingly 
popular way of transferring value across the 
crypto currency ecosystem.  Stable Coins 
could usurp traditional payment providers 
in the future, moving beyond just being a 
trading tool into a payment method. With 
Paypal, Visa and Mastercard now offering 
payments in USDC for buyers, it means 
that we can already buy our coffee and fill 
up with petrol using a debit card for our 
store of USDC, which is then paid to the 
merchant in the local currency.

A Lending Tool For Earning High 
Interest Rates
Loan providers such as Celsius Network, 
Swissborg, Blockfi, Crypto.com and Nexo 
have innovated to provide investors the 
ability to earn interest on their Stable 

Coins. They do this in a similar way to 
banks by accepting USD Stable Coin 
deposits and then lending those deposits 
to traders for a predetermined interest rate 
with the loan backed by crypto collateral. 

With Crypto.com for instance you can 
achieve a return of over 10% PA while 
they also give you a Debit card specifically 
designed for the USDC coins you hold in your 
account. Simply deposit Euros into Crypto.
com, apply for the debit card and start 
earning 1% cashback on all your purchases 
with the card while also generating 10% 
PA on the USDC balance. This option more 
than compensates for the loss of value most 
of us have experienced in the purchasing 
power of our Euros over the last few years 
with bank saving rates at 0.01% 

The interest rates are higher than savings 
rates you would get on traditional savings 
accounts because of the perceived risk 
being higher. However, with Crypto.com 
having a market capital of over 6 billion 
USD and growing rapidly, the chances of 
losing your money are very low! 

Ultimately, you should choose the Stable 
Coin and investment product that suits 
your needs and, as always, do your own 
research.

For more details on this, you can email me 
at andrewhurrell2000@yahoo.com

In My Opinion
Examples of questions you should never 
ask are:
“Does my bum look big in this?”

“Are you pregnant?”
“Have you put on weight?”
“Do you want fries with that?”

Also, be warned that questions like “What 
would you do?” or worse still, “What do you 
think?” exposes you to someone’s opinion.

Of course some people don’t wait to be 
asked and defend the proffering of their 
unsolicited opinion with expressions like, 
“I just speak my mind” or “I just tell it 
like it is” or worse still “I just say what I 
think” setting off alarm bells regarding the 
character of the person concerned.

I remember a useful illustration heard 
many years ago where the ‘giving of an 
opinion’ was compared to the old pocket 
watch where said watch was only taken 
from said pocket by the wearer when 
someone actually requested the time.
In my humble opinion, I know you haven’t 
asked for it, as it happens and therefore I 
am on thin ice but then I have the floor, so 
here goes!

In reality I believe absolutely no-one has 
the liberty or licence to speak their mind, 
tell it like it is, or say what they think unless 

requested to do so. It makes me cringe to 
hear these character flaws expressed as if 
they were some kind of badge of honour, 
‘worn with pride’ as the expression goes. 
Ultimately, we all need to ask questions 
in life and indeed of life and also express 
opinions if requested, but the questions 
need to be sensitive and the opinions, 
if you have them, need to be based on 
relevant experience or insight.

As the proverb goes... “A fool takes no 
pleasure in understanding, but only in 
expressing personal opinion.” Proverbs 18 
v 2.... See, I told you!

Remember
You can join us on Zoom on a Sunday 
Morning At 11am Spanish Time and 10am 
UK Time
On Sunday 16st May we will be looking 
at The Topic of “The Resurrection” with 
Christianity Explored which is a well 
produced video raising questions around 
the topic.

ZOOM ID - 858 0435 5966
PASSWORD - Sharing
All Are Really Welcome
Feel Free.
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Get Your Garden Ready for the 
Summer
A large garden is a huge draw for today’s 
house hunters, with some prepared to 
spend a lot of extra money on a home with 
a lovely garden. Despite this, a gorgeous 
garden can all too easily turn into a hell 
of unfinished jobs, particularly if you don’t 
live and breathe trowels and bedding 
plants. This year has been particularly hard 
for those not able to travel to their holiday 
home and many gardens are looking 
somewhat neglected at the moment. If 
that sounds like you, below are some 
garden ideas that may help you.

Think of your garden or outside space 
as an extra room in your home. If you 
design your garden, patio or decked 
area well, you can use the space for 
most of the year; not just the summer 
months.

With the warm weather come wasps and 
mosquitoes. Contact Camposol Pest 
Control so you can enjoy the weather 
without the hassle.
Tel/Whatsapp 711 030 595

Outdoor Wall Lights and Solar Lights
Clever garden lighting can help to illuminate 
the darker garden spaces especially in a 
north-facing garden. Thoughtful lighting 
can include solar stakes to line a pathway, 
lanterns and candles. After dark, your 
north-facing garden can shine just as 
brightly as any sunny south-facing garden. 
There is a huge selection of solar lights 
available from individual lights to strings 
of colourful lights and of course security 
lights. Electric lights can be put on a timer 
so that they are only on during the dark, 
saving electricity.

Preparing your gardens for those summer 
visitors? Why not visit The Solar Light 
Centre for the lighting that enhances your 
garden décor for those balmy, relaxing 
evenings? They provide personal, friendly 
and professional advice dependent upon 
your individual requirements.
Their wide range includes six models of 
Solar Security Sensor Lighting, String/
Festoon Lights, Solar Lanterns, candles 
and much more.
Tel 680 547 297

Outdoor Seating Areas
Whatever the size of your garden, having 
somewhere to sit and enjoy it is at the 
top of most of our wish lists. Finding the 
best garden bench for your outdoor space 
will give you year-round enjoyment of 
the garden. Using pallets to make outside 
furniture is now very popular. Make the 
most of any sun that the garden does get 
by having the freedom to easily move the 
furniture throughout the day. A simple, 
lightweight set of garden furniture will 
enable you to move it with ease. If your 

outside seating has suffered during the 
winter months, there are a number of 
local businesses that have a huge range to 
choose from:
DFS in San Javier
Furniture Plus in Puerto de Mazarrón

It’s time to start thinking about preparing 
your outside areas for summer.  If you 
need to replace your patio furniture why 
not give us a visit at Furniture Plus, we 
are able to offer a large selection including 
aluminum, steel, mosaic and rattan 
together with an array of cushion fabrics. 
Look forward to seeing you soon!
Tel: 968 153 907

Perhaps it’s just your cushion covers that 
need replacing? If so you don’t need to 
look far for help.

Curtain Call is proud to be one of the 
first companies in Spain to work with the 
latest in outdoor fabrics; Olefin.  Polyolefin 
is ‘upcycled’ meaning it is kinder to the 
environment.  The thread combines a soft 
feel with high tensile strength and is dyed 
during manufacturing for more vibrancy 
and durability.  The woven fabric resists 
fading and abrasion, is water and stain 
resistant and inhibits microbes and mildew. 
It requires little care and will enhance the 
appearance and performance of your patio 
furniture for years to come. 
Call 616 240 171 for more information

Outdoor Kitchens
If you are a keen cook who loves to 
entertain, an outdoor kitchen will transform 
both your garden and your summer 

Continued on page 24
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gatherings. The trend of ‘al fresco’ cooking 
has always been popular in Spain. There 
are plenty of options to choose from when 
it comes to outdoor kitchens. Not only 
are barbecues available, but so are pizza 
ovens, cabinets, worktops and sinks.
North-facing gardens are ideal for an 
outdoor kitchen as it should not be fully 
exposed to sunlight and if possible find the 
least windy area. A secluded spot within 
the garden, preferably close to the house 
should cater well for most garden layouts.

Gather around a fire for warmth
A fire pit or chimenea is always a welcome 
garden addition, even more so in a shaded 
north-facing garden. It can extend the 
amount of time you can enjoy the garden, 
adding some warmth to milder afternoons 
and evenings even here in Spain. It will 
create a cosy and inviting spot to entertain 
in.

Swimming Pools, Patios and Walls
Check all tiled areas and walls to make 
sure that there are no problems that need 
repairing to avoid accidents. There are a 
number of companies with specialised 
equipment and tradesmen to help, 
including the use of power washers for 
pool surrounds and patios.

Spring has officially sprung! Now is the 
time to get those patios cleaned, pools 
looked after and the BBQ’s freshened up 
ready for the upcoming outdoor living. 
Camposol Cleaning Co can help you with 
this and much more!!
Tel/Whatsapp 711 030 595

Get that empty patch of patio or gravel 
transformed into a relaxing area with a 
Jacuzzi for the cooler days or a Polyester 
Pool for those hot summer months at 
a very reasonable price. Either can be 
installed before the weather gets too hot.
Call David Pools on 686 733 844 for a 
free quote. 

Eurospas have been established for over 
18 years and are suppliers of quality hot 
tubs and swim spas, both new and re-
conditioned. As a great alternative to a 
pool and ideal if space is limited, a spa can 
give year-round usage. Benefits include 
muscle relaxation, stress relief, decreased 
pain and joint stiffness and it can also help 
with sleep. To complete the look of your 
garden Eurospas can offer spas for all 
budgets
Tel 650 722 905/674 694 558

With more than 25 years of experience in 
building work, registered craftsman Tim 
Laing is one of the best choices in the 
region. T & N Building and Property 
Maintenance guarantees high-quality 
materials and service.
For all maintenance, repair or refurbishment 
jobs you require for your property, call 
641 942 407

Make the Most of Shaded Areas
South-facing gardens have the advantage 
of more sunshine and therefore tend to 
be more sought-after. However, owning 
a home with a north-facing garden no 
longer means having to compromise a 
beautifully lush outdoor space and here 
in Spain a north-facing garden does have 
its advantages during the hot summer 
months.

Do your garden gates need replacing? Call 
Camposol Aluminium for a no-obligation 
quote. They also design and construct 
carports and outside enclosures including 
full pool covers.
Call 686 733 844 for a free quote and a 
professional service. All areas covered.

Continued on page 25
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Before the Summer rush, order a new 
pergola cover, or a new set of cushion 
covers for your outside furniture made 
in Teflon-coated canvas by Kruger 
Canopies. Cover your hot tub with an 
inexpensive protective canvas lid, or order 
a car cover to protect the paintwork and 
headlights on your car. 
Call 968 971 854

Woodworks Direct specialise in all 
wooden structures from pergolas, gazebos 
and carports, to sheds and summer 
houses. Keep cool and protect your 
vehicle and furniture with shade solutions 
for all budgets.  Need an extra room? 
Popular fully insulated garden rooms 
are ideal as an extra bedroom or office. 
Visit www.woodworksdirect.com or 
follow Woodworks Direct on Facebook/
Instagram.
Call 966 195 522/684 410 324

Gardens
South-facing gardens tend to be more 
popular for many home-hunters, but 
there’s still plenty that can be grown and 
thrive in north-facing gardens. By simply 
taking the time to learn about the plants 
which prosper in an environment with little 
sunshine, achieving a flourishing garden 
is surprisingly easy. It’s important to 
understand the type of shade that envelops 
your garden. For some, there may only be 
light shade which is open to the sky but 
with no direct sunlight, whilst others may 
have deep shade due to dense tree cover. 

Make the most of natural light
Any obstructions to sunlight should be 
removed, including any trees or structures, 
to maximise light levels. Removing a layer 
of leaves from a particular dense tree will 
help, or look at lowering imposing hedges 
that may obstruct light.

Create more light
If your garden is lacking light, try creating 
your own with a few savvy ‘tricks of the 
trade’.  A popular method includes installing 
a pond. The water will reflect much-needed 
light, but a cheaper option is to put mirrors 
on outbuildings. Re-painting outside walls 
will also brighten up your garden.

Choose plants that thrive in shade
It is important to understand that different 
plants have different needs. Some require 
large amounts of sun and thrive in dry 
conditions. Others only prosper in shady 
and damp areas, which are perfect for 
planting in north-facing gardens.

Grow your own herbs
Although Mediterranean herbs love full 
sun, there are a number of herbs that will 
thrive in partial shade, such as chives, 
coriander, parsley and rocket.

Neglected gardens
Overgrown gardens, peeling paint, rain 
damage and dirty terraces are just a few 
indications to an unoccupied property, 
providing a great opportunity to potential 
thieves/squatters, apart from creating a 
whole load of work for you when you do 
arrive, taking away most of your ‘holiday’!

Anchor Landscapes, Camposol has many 
happy clients and references. They provide 
a wide range of garden maintenance, 
periodical pruning including (fruit) trees 
and (palm) tree climbing for fronds & 
fruit stalks. They offer garden makeovers, 
gravelling, site clearance, levelling and 
ground work with mini digger & experienced 
driver and legal disposal of garden waste. 
For more information, please ring Martin 
on 622 648 038

Continued on page 26
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The past year has been very challenging 
and frustrating for home owners who 
are non-resident to Spain.  As well as 
keyholding, villa checks and villa cleans, 
Another World Property Maintenance 
offer patio cleaning, gardening, painting, 
repairs, and more, for absent owners. They 
are now taking bookings. Make the most of 
the outside of your home for friends and 
family.
Call 0034 968 592 679

Casa Pro are fully legal and they take 
pride in their work, taking care of your 
property as if it was their own. They can 
tidy up your garden, clean inside and out 
(including windows and pools) and carry 
out remedial building works, meaning you 
don’t have to ask a variety of different 
trades to help.
Casa Pro really is ‘all under one roof’.
Call 680 326 817

With over 15 years of experience, Garden 
Boutique can advise and help you to 
create a comfortable and beautiful space in 
your garden, patio or terrace with plants, 
pots and outside furniture. They can help 
you with maintenance and care of your 
plants, treating them with love. 
Visit them on the road into Puerto de 
Mazarrón or call: 
Juani 669 565 402
David 678 021 310

Garden Center 2003, just 2 minutes 
from Camposol, provides everything for 
your garden.  If they don’t have it in stock, 
they can get it for you. If you need help to 
make your garden look its best, or if you 
need regular maintenance, call to discuss 
the various contracts available.  They also 
offer general construction services and 
swimming pool installation.
Tel 626 957 599 

Jardineria El Milagro in Bolnuevo 
are experts in garden design, pruning, 
maintenance, transplanting and cutting 
of trees including palms. Their knowledge 
about the best plants for your garden, as 
well as the care for each plant will ensure 
they grow beautiful and healthy. Ask about 
pest prevention, plant and soil fertiliser to 
ensure that your garden looks its best.
Contact 605 778 351 for further 
information

Check out our Supporting Local 
Businesses section on pages 50-52 to 
see what discounts and promotions our 
advertisers can offer you, our readers.

Next month sees our feature extended to 
the inside of your home, so, particularly if 
you are a holiday home owner and were 
unable to visit last year, we are sure both 
features will be very usual and informative 
for you. If you have a business within 
the painting/decorating trade, electrics, 
plumbing, carpentry, cleaning or building 
industry and would like to be included , 
please contact us before our deadline of 
15th  May

Continued from page 25
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Kenya September 2017 - Part 5
A f t e r 
lunch, it 
was off 
to a local 
Samburu 
t r i b a l 
v i l l a g e . 
We were 
made so 
w e l c o m e 
and saw 
how they 
m a d e 
b e a d s 
from the 
clay they 
co l l ec ted 
and hand 
painted, where they slept and ate and we 
were introduced to the Chief. The teenage 
boys were tasked in showing us how to 
build a fire and how to light it ready for 
cooking. The tribe was very poor, but 
they proudly showed us their water tank, 
bought by an American visitor several 
years before.  She had been so taken by 
the tribe, she bought a water finder, well 
and storage tank for them. 

Going back thousands of years, it was 
originally one tribe living in groups of 4 or 5 
families. The young males looked after the 
cattle while the older men were responsible 
for the safety of the group. The women 
collected the water, vegetables and roots 
and looked after the children. Around 500 
years ago the tribe split into two with the 
Maasai moving south and the Samburu 
staying north, living mainly east of Nairobi. 
Both tribes speak a similar language called 
Maa and both are semi-nomadic. However, 

the Samburu are much more tradional in 
how they live and still use a lot of their old 
customs. 
  
The women can marry from 18 and must 
build a house, mainly from cow dung, 
which will have a main room for cooking 
and a smaller side room where they sleep. 
The first wife will choose the next wife who 
will have to build her own house. When 
the husband is visiting a wife, he leaves 
his spear outside to show he is sleeping 
there that night. The boys are circumcised 
from 10 and can marry from 24, but 
are considered an Elder from 40.  The 
teenagers are in charge of the livestock. 
Living in a very dry area, they have to 
drive their cattle to find water, sometimes 
many miles which means staying out with 
them over night.

T h e 
traditional 
d r e s s 
of the 
Samburu 
tribe is a 
s t r i k i n g 
red cloth 
w r a p p e d 
like a 
skirt and 
a white 
sash. This 
is adorned 
with many 
co lour fu l 
b e a d e d 
earr ings, 

bracelets, anklets and necklaces. Each 
piece of jewellery worn represents the 
status of the wearer. The females had 
welcomed our arrival with a dance and 

then we were shown around. Later they 
did a ceremony with dancing and singing 
and encouraged us to join in, but with 
my bad knee it was left to Les to step up. 
They said they had performed a wedding 
ceremony so I am not sure if my husband 
has two wives now; one in Kenya!

On a 
p r e v i o u s 
trip to 
Egypt, we 
had seen 
a tribe, 
but found 
the setting 
v e r y 
s t a g e d . 
T h e s e 
w e r e 
g e n u i n e 
people and 
we had 
no doubt 
this camp 
was where 
they lived. As we left, we felt sorry to go 
and wanting to help, we bought as many 
souvenirs as we could. The set of table 
mats still has pride of place in our living 
room and visitors always ask where we got 
them from. 

On the journey back to the lodge, we took 
a different route and saw more animals 
including another family of Elephants with 
young, Giraffes, Water Hogs and another 
Leopard that walked straight past our jeep 
while we were looking at the Elephants. 
Leopards are very similar to Cheetahs, 

Continued on page 29
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but an easy way to tell the difference is 
the markings. Cheetahs have spots while 
Leopards have rosettes, but if you’re close 
enough, Leopards have green or blue eyes 
while Cheetahs have amber eyes and black 
fur coming from their eyes like tear lines. 

We moved on and Jackson, our guide, 
stopped near a Zebra herd to explain all 
about them. There are three species of 
Zebras, the Common, The Mountain and 
the Grevy. These were the Grevy Zebras 
which were on the endangered list as 
numbers have dramatically declined in the 
last 30 years. 

There were around 15,000 in the 1980’s, 
but now there are around 600 in captivity 
and less than 3,000 left in the wild. They 
live mainly in North Kenya with some 
in Ethiopia, but the majority are in the 
Samburu area. They can live up to 5 days 
without water so the dry area allows them 
to move to another water hole, which are 
few and far between in the drought season. 
The Grevy is taller than other Zebras with 
larger ears, but the main difference is the 
stripes are much narrower. It is thought 
this makes it easier for them to escape 
predators. Unlike the others, they don’t 
live in harems with one stallion and tend 
to stay as a smaller family group with 
the male staying around when the young 
appear.

Finally we were back at the lodge, another 
three course meal and early to bed. What a 
day! The next morning another 6am start, 
more tea and biscuits, more Monkeys and 
another huge breakfast before we were off 
on another safari.

We had been out for a long time and my 
bladder was full, but I had no idea when 
we would be back at the lodge so had to 
tell Jackson. He said it’s called ‘checking 
the tyres’ and no problem, he would find 
a place to stop. Bearing in mind, minutes 
before we had seen some Lions, I was a 
bit worried, but he found a bush and tree 
area and pulled the jeep in so I could squat 
behind while he and Les kept watch! It 
was very scary, but I quickly jumped back 
into the safety of the jeep just as some 
Elephants came round the corner. I didn’t 
ask to ‘check the tyres’ again!

It’s funny how, on that first drive, we 
were blown away with seeing the animals 

so close, but on day three, the drives 
were about seeing something unusual as 
Elephants were ‘10 a penny’! We saw tracks 
of a Cheetah and Hyenas but couldn’t 
find them. We saw a dead Elephant and 
also some teenage Samburu lads with 
their Goats looking for grass and water. 
I couldn’t believe these humans were 
walking amongst dangerous animals, but 
they all seemed to live together somehow 
and attacks were very rare. 
Jackson decided to head to the river for a 
change and there we saw a Crocodile just 
before he, (the Crocodile, not Jackson!), 
slid into the water. The river was very low 
and you could see where on the bank it 
would normally come. The rains had better 
come soon.

We headed back to the Lodge and after 
another amazing meal we were taken for 
a walk in the dark, away from the lights 
of the lodge, to a safe area by James (not 
his real name, but no-one could pronounce 
his Samburu one). He told us to look up 
and right above us was the Milky Way. I 
had never seen it before and as we were 
so close to the equator, we had a perfect 
view. Over the next hour James showed 
us other constellations we would not be 
able to see in the UK or Spain. It was truly 
amazing, but no photos could really do it 
justice. 
Finally to bed; our last night at Intrepid as 
the next day we were leaving for another 
stop and another amazing adventure, but 
this time with no animals.

Continued from page 28
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Are you resident in Spain but have a 
UK based Financial Adviser?
Recently, I was contacted by a UK based 
Financial Adviser.  He was someone I had 
worked with in the past and I knew he was a 
good reputable client-focused professional.  
He knew I had been giving Financial Advice 
to clients in Spain for nearly 10 years and 
wanted my help with a problem with one 
of his clients.

His client lived in Murcia and became 
resident in Spain 2018.  He helped her start 
receiving her pension benefits last year 
which included a Pension Commencement 
lump sum of around £200,000 which she 
used to purchase a property.  In the UK 
this lump sum is tax free if you are a UK 
resident, but in Spain it is treated as earned 
income and therefore adds to that year’s 
earnings when putting your tax returns 
forward. The Adviser was not aware of this 
as he had never dealt with this situation 
before.  The client now faces a tax demand 
from the Hacienda of over £70,000 which 
could have easily been avoided had the 
client spoken to an experienced Financial 
Adviser that was authorized and based in 
Spain.

This is a common problem in the UK with 
Advisers.  They want to retain their long-
standing clients with whom they have a 
trusted relationship and want to continue 
to receive the trail commissions and 
annual fees, but quite often they can be 
ignorant to the financial harm that could 
have on their clients.  Now following 
Brexit it is actually very unlikely that a 
UK based financial adviser will have all 
the passporting requirements needed to 

actually give regulated advice anymore.

I was a Financial Adviser in the UK for 
over 20 years working for big institutions 
and even training up new advisers when I 
worked for NatWest Bank.  I thought I knew 
everything there was to know about giving 
financial advice; after all I was experienced 
and passed all the qualifications.  When I 
moved to Spain 10 years ago it was like 
learning a completely new job.  The tax 
system was different, the products were 
different and for the first couple of years I 
felt like a novice and getting to grips with 
the constant rule changes was a nightmare.  
In my opinion a UK based adviser should 
never be responsible for giving Financial 
Advice to someone based in Spain as they 
have no idea of the implications the advice 
could give.

Two most common areas for UK ExPats in 
Spain with regard to Financial Advice from 
their UK Based advisers are:

* Taking benefits from their Pensions 
and understanding the tax 
implications.

* Investing money without any idea 
as to how this impacts the clients 
with regards to Modello 720 (asset 
declarations) and tax returns.

I quite often work alongside UK based 
advisers to assist their clients to prevent 
them making catastrophic mistakes like 
the one above. If this relates to you, it 
will not cost you anything just to have 
a meeting and make sure you avoid any 
future financial headaches.

Please remain safe with your health and 
your wealth and contact us if you want to 
have a review of your portfolio or would 
like to look into the opportunities ahead. 

Blacktower
120 Avenida Dr. Artero Guirao 2C
San Pedro Del Pinatar
Murcia
 
Our office suite is easy to find on the main 
N332 through road of San Pedro del Pinatar 
with easy parking.

If you want more information or wish to 
make an appointment to discuss your own 
situation then call 657 684 094 or email 
keith.littlewood@blacktowerfm.com

Blacktower Financial Management 
(International) Limited is licensed by the 
Gibraltar Financial Services Commission. 
Licence 03647. Blacktower Financial 
Management Limited is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority in the UK and is registered with 
both the DGS and CNMV in Spain.
Blacktower Insurance Agents and 
Advisors Limited is authorised and 
regulated by the Cyprus Insurance 
Companies Control Service (ICCS) under 
Licence number 5101. Regulation is limited 
to Insurance Mediation activities within the 
European Economic Area.
Blacktower Financial Management 
(Cyprus) Limited is licensed and 
regulated by the Cyprus Securities & 
Exchange Commission (‘CySEC’) with 
Licence number 386/20 for the investment 
services of Investment Advice and Receipt 
& Transmission.
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My name is Shaun Matthews and I run the 
‘Expat in Mazarron’ YouTube channel, 
which I began when arriving in Spain in 
2015. The channel is based on me living 
in Spain and the area of Murcia where I 
live. My channel is based on topics such 
as; places of interest, types of property 
available, places to visit out walking and 
many more things besides about Spain and 
the area. 

Last year, I set up a new channel before the 
COVID-19 pandemic and felt the enormity 
of what was to hit us this past year. I called 
the new channel Camposol Explorers. It 
was to be based on exploring the Murcia 
Region with opportunities for people 
from Camposol to join in the experience. 
Although COVID-19 hit us with restrictions 
and lockdowns, we still managed to get out 
and about. A few walks where myself and 
my Bonnie dog and several more were with 
friends when allowed. 

In March 2021, Camposol Explorers 
were all set to go out on their first group 
visit, but restrictions limited us to only four 
persons using two cars. Our first location 
was Christ of Monteagudo (Google 

Maps: S. Nav location name) which is 
just outside Murcia City. This is an 11th 
century castle, with a 14 metre statue of 
Christ situated on its highest point. First 
built in 1926, it was then destroyed during 
the Spanish Civil War in 1936 and rebuilt 
again in 1951. Currently the statue is in 
bad state of decay and the road leading to 
the car park is closed, but there is other 
parking close by and it is possible to walk 
up to the base of the castle.
 

Our second location: Santuario Romano 
Cueva Negra (Google Maps: S. Nav 
location name) is based in Fortuna and 
is also known as the ‘Roman Sanctuary 
or Black Caves’. There are several caves 
with one having Romano graffiti writings 
on the walls. 

A notice board nearby explains the content 
of the writings. It is believed this was a 
place the Romans used to pray to their 
gods. There is a parking/picnic area close 
by followed by a walk up a steep slope.

The group finished the first part of the 
morning with a very enjoyable and well 
earned picnic. 

Our third and final location of the day: 
an ‘Abandoned Golf Resort’, is one of 
the biggest in the Murcia Region, called 
Fortuna Hills Golf Resort. The directions 
are: just before entering the town of 
Fortuna from the direction of Murcia City, 
you can see the skeletal remains of a large 
habitation showing building structures 
on your right hand side of the road. This 
habitation began around 2005/6. The 
promotors were expected to build 3,737 
houses by 2007, but by 2009 they went 
into bankruptcy owing 120 million euros. 

For further information check out our latest 
video on YouTube called – ‘Camposol 
Explorers 7 Spain’.
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FAST New Medical Emergency Number 
Is 868 487 015
If you are feeling down and depressed and 
need to talk to someone in confidence you 
can call one of our trained mental health 
first aiders on 634 308 362
Call FAST on 868 487 015 for help and 
information.
We will be able to give valuable assistance 
and information over the phone.

FAST has been invited by the British 
Consulate (Support in Spain) to be included 
in a Directory Of Services For Expats 
In Spain. This Directory will include major 
charities and organisations in Spain and is 
to assist the Expat community in finding 
out where they can receive assistance for a 
variety of social problems including Mental 
Health. In practical terms it will include the 
location of health centres, opening times 
and telephone numbers. When I have more 
details I will make sure the information is 
passed on.

FAST Emergency Responders are still at 
the end of the phone for guidance and 
information on 868 487 015, but due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, FAST is unable 
to attend patients who call us. Our phone 
system is available 24 hours a day 7 days 
a week to give advice, information and 
support in a time of crisis. With the correct 
advice over the phone you could save a 
life.

If you have to call for an ambulance, call 
112.  You can ask for an operator to 
speak in your language if you do not 

speak Spanish.  The operator will ask 
a series of questions so that they can 
prioritise your call. You can ask FAST to 
call for an ambulance for you if you are 
unable to do so

FAST is still looking at purchasing 
defibrillators for Camposol. These may 
save a life of someone suffering a heart 
problem. At this time the initial request to 
the council has come to a standstill due 
to issues including training, maintenance 
and ownership, which may not be in the 
interests of FAST or the community. We 
have attempted to contact the new Chief 
of Emergency Services in Mazarrón, but he 
wasn’t available.

Due to travel restrictions in place at this 
time we cannot arrange any trips or 
social events. As soon as the restrictions 
are lifted, we will organise a Coach Trip 
to Benidorm and maybe the Trip to 
Gibraltar later in the year. At least we can 
travel within Murcia!

We have had some people enquire about 
joining FAST. The people interested have 
been contacted, so we can meet up for a 
coffee so they can learn what they want 
to get out of joining. We can also let 
them know how FAST operates. No past 
experience is required as all training is 
provided in-house. Our training sessions 
were held in the Social Centre on Camposol 
B. Unfortunately at this time the Centre is 
closed and we have been unable to train 
for the past year.
Giving something back to our community 
is a very rewarding feeling. If you are 
interested just email us at recruitment@
fast2016.org 
Without more Responders the service we 
deliver will be greatly reduced.

Stay Safe  

In A Medical Emergency Call 112 First 
Then Call FAST On 868 487 015 
If You Or Someone You Know Needs 
To Speak To A 
Trained Mental Health First Aider Then 
Call 634 308 362
More information can be found on our 
webpage fast2016.org

You Are Not Alone!

Time to Taste at La Prova Restaurante
Many thanks to the restaurant and staff 
for holding this event to help raise funds 
for Age Concern.  It was an excellent 
afternoon with a great selection of food 
and wines and a perfect chance for all our 
supporters and friends to get together. 
Apologies to those who missed this. Time 
was short when we organised it so we were 
only able to advertise it on Facebook and 
Costa Cálida Radio. Until life gets back to 
normal for us all please check in to our 
Facebook site Age Concern Costa Calida 
for news on future events or updates.

Although all our regular monthly activities 
at our Drop in Centre have been put 
on hold, we are still here for advice and 
information, shopping and medicine 
collection, so give us a call if you need 
help. All our phone lines as listed below will 
be manned as usual.  If you would like an 
in-person chat with one of our team please 
feel free to drop in to our Centre which is 
open at present every Tuesdays between 
10am and 1pm. Masks are compulsory. 

Also don’t forget our Facebook site for 
updated information.

Date for Your Diaries: 
VE Day Celebration  Saturday 8th May 
at the Maypu Restaurante located just 
before the old Natura Garden Centre on 
the road between Mazarrón and Puerto de 
Mazarrón.
Menu del Brasa – log barbecue to include 
house salad, BBQ meats or fish on the 
plancha, (veggie option), dessert, drink 
and tea or coffee.
Tickets €15 per person.
Tickets must be bought in advance from 
our Drop in Centre, Camposol A on 
Tuesday mornings or from Costa Cálida 
Radio Station, 11.30am-4pm, Monday 
to Friday at Edf las Lanzas, Calle Teide, 
Puerto de Mazarrón. The studio is just in 
front of La Cumbre Hotel. 

Can You Help?
We are looking for Volunteers to help 
either in our office for a couple of mornings 
a week, or to assist with arranging our 

monthly lunches with local restaurants 
or simply to give a helping hand to our 
clients; perhaps a drive to a hospital 
appointment, or to get their shopping from 
the local supermarket or pharmacy?
If you would like to volunteer for any of the 
above and meet our friendly team, please 
give Isabel Stewart a call on 634 344 
589 or email  ageconcerncostacalida@
gmail.com and we will get back to you. 

Age Concern Drop in Centre
Calle Valencia 12
Camposol A
Mazarrón
Enquiries - 634 344 589 
Volunteer Coordinator - 634 312 516
Lifeline - Puerto de Mazarrón Area – 
634 325 408
Equipment Loan - 634 306 927
(Lines Open 10am-4pm Mon-Fri)
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Heavy showers plus dry, sunny spells in 
between, has been lovely for all the new 
and re-planting, but it has also meant our 
Volunteers have had to weed and water 
extensively. One of the beautiful statues 
kindly donated by a resident, has already 
suffered damage at the hands of vandals, 
so it has been repaired and re-sited this 
month. Please be vigilant on our behalf 
and report anything untoward to us; in 
strict confidence, of course. Surplus Yuccas 
have also been collected and planted.

The items we periodically need to purchase 
have all been paid for by your donations. 
Every penny has been spent on tools, 
plants, gravel, membrane and compost - 
Thank you to everyone who has donated. 

The Maintenance Team continued the 
regular rota of cleaning, weeding and 
spraying, also on the gravelled verges of 
the perimeter road and planted areas, with 
pet-friendly weed killer. They have cleared 
the drainage channels at the bottom of 
the dual carriageway and cut back nearby 
plants.

Please remember, every Euro of each 
member’s monthly payment is used to 
sweep, weed and spray the whole of Lower 
C, although we may only reach your road 
every few weeks. If you’re not a member 
of our scheme and see our teams working, 
please consider joining our Scheme or 
contributing a little to our bucket; thank 
you.

Must mention; Saturday 1st May 2021 is 
Worldwide Naked Gardening Day – 

hope it’s fine 
and sunny 
for everyone! 
T h a n k 
goodness it’s 
not a Green 
Fingers day! 
Ha Ha!

F u r t h e r 
i n fo rmat ion 
a b o u t 
Camposol C 
Greenfingers 
G a r d e n i n g 
Group is 
available from 
our Chairman, John, on 634 325 427 or on 
our Facebook groups: Camposol C Sector 
Group and Green Fingers Camposol.

One of our volunteers, Matt, has been 
working recently to update our website, 
www.greenfingerscamposol.com. Feel 
free to have a browse and please let your 
friends who are not on Facebook know 
about it, too.

Now that 
s p r i n g 
has at 
l a s t 
s p r u n g 
we can 
l o o k 
f o rward 
to those 
l o n g 
summer 
n i g h t s . 
FMA are 
hoping to 
p r ov i d e 
you with 
lots to do 
on those 
b a l m y 
afternoons and evenings by providing fun 
and entertaining fund raising events for 
you to enjoy.

In late March we were lucky to be 
entertained by the wonderful Jersey Boys 
and then by the fabulous Alex Tipping, 
both sets receiving rave reviews.

In early April we hosted Jim McNail and 
as Tom Jones he belted out a repertoire of 
hits made famous by the Welsh silver fox 
in characteristic power vocals. 

Zambuca Beach Bar and Restaurant 
continues to support us by putting on our 
musical events. We are so grateful and 
pleased to be able to work with the team 
at this fabulous bar and restaurant. Long 

may it continue!
 

We have 
S t e v e 
Jackson 
to look 
f o rward 
t o 
singing a 
selection 
of songs 
from the 
50’s and 
60’s and 
featuring 
d i v e r s e 
g e n r e s 
such as 
R e g g a e 
a n d 
Motown. 

At the end of April we have a tribute to 
both Cher and Kylie which comes critically 
acclaimed; two shows for the price of one. 
I’ll be reporting on how they went in my 
next article.
 
Our Pop Up Stalls continue to be a 
massive success. We have now staged 
them at Zambuca, La Zagalica and most 
recently at Café Buenavista which had the 
added entertainment value of a Tombola. 
We’re popping up again on May 1st at 
Café Buenavista in El Alamillo so please 
come and visit us. Featuring our usual 
clothes and book stalls we also have the 
added addition of a flea/antique market, 
so come and grab yourself a bargain. 

All of this 
hard work 
by the 
FMA team 
is done 
for one 
r e a s o n ; 
t h e 
a n i m a l s 
and we are 
inundated 
w i t h 
r e que s t s 
for help 
d a i l y . 
If you 
follow our 
Facebook 
p a g e 
you will see the likes of wonderful Hobo 
who actually made the Spanish news. 
Rescued by the emergency services 
from a large well, he found himself in 
the Perrera. Now under our wing and 
in the kennels at Mountain View, he has 
become a proper celebrity, loved by all 
who meet him. He is just one of many 
dogs and cats we have helped this month. 
 
If you would like to help us by volunteering, 
please contact the team at FMA for more 
information about us and our work.
fma.murcia@gmail.com
Tel +34 711 032 574
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k .
c o m / F r i e n d s - o f - M a z a r r ó n -
Animals-504985486541402/
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We hope you are keeping safe and 
managing to keep abreast of the constant 
changes we are having to endure, all for 
our safety. COVID has had a bad effect on 
the charities who rely on your donations. 
We are having to cut back to giving 
aid to serious medical cases and have 
unfortunately had to refuse the request for 
help with feral cats. 

Richard has started back on Camposol B 
car park on Tuesdays from 10am-12pm 
opposite the Tangerina gas station. If 
you have donations that can be taken 
immediately he can take them, or you can 
make arrangements to have larger pieces 
collected. 

We still have a few pieces of furniture, 
wardrobes, suites, fans, light fittings and 
lots of clothes and bric-a-brac in our shop 
in Puerto de Mazarrón.

Alek
Our vet Paco was uncommonly vocal 
last week (with justification) about the 
ignorance of the people that fish from the 
harbour walls and beaches. Someone left a 
large used fishhook with bait on it lying on 

the ground, 
only for a 
lovely dog 
to find and 
swallow the 
hook and 
bait. The 
owner was 
heartbroken. 
He was so 
sure his 
dog would 
die. Paco 
x-rayed the 
dog and saw 
what was 
in the dog’s 

stomach and was furious. He and his team 
managed to save the dog and the owner 
was delighted. He was in the shop to say 
thank you for our help and he was on the 
brink of tears. We were so happy for him 
and his beloved Alek.

Apparently this discarding of hooks occurs 
quite frequently and in previous cases 
has sometimes proved fatal to the animal 
concerned, so can we please appeal to all 
good fisherman to keep all your equipment 

safe and take everything home with you.

MAMAS shop is quite easy to find. Drive 
to Puerto de Mazarrón towards Consum, 
where you will turn left and Calle San Juan 
is the 3rd road on the left. We are situated 
on the left hand side of the road.

Look after yourselves and we look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Tel 666 186 037
mazarronanimalmedi_aid@zoho.com 

At the time of writing, many of the 
restrictions arising from the pandemic 
are being relaxed and, hopefully, this has 
continued.

Our small band of Volunteers have been at 
work now that is permitted and they have 
been tackling our oleander hedging. This is 
a pretty big job as the oleanders extend 
from the Welcome Wall at the entrance 
to Camposol B to the car park and then 
from the Cultural Centre to the Lavanda/
Ciclamen roundabout. It then continues 
down to the rambla from the petanca 
pitch, so scores of plants need to be 
trimmed to keep them tidy and encourage 
a colourful display of flowers at the 
roadside.  Unfortunately, this work, which 
is undertaken solely by our Volunteer 
Team, has taken longer than usual this 
year due to the earlier restrictions and 
the continuing lack of people turning out 
to help. Sadly, late trimming will result in 

the reduction in the number of blossoms 
this year. Obviously, any residents who are 
disappointed will probably guess that the 
situation can be avoided by more people 
volunteering to help.

Some of our Volunteers turned out on Good 
Friday for some additional work, namely 
moving some boulders that had been 
donated by a local resident. These were 
taken up to the roundabout by the petrol 
station to be used in a landscaping project 
when enough Volunteers are available. 
On this particular occasion, 3 Volunteers 
shifted well over half a ton of rock.

Colin Thackwell is continuing with his 
Static Bike Marathons which are helping 
to restore some of the group’s funds after 
paying for the palm cutting again this year.

We need to build up a contingency fund for 
the future, so all donations and payment 
of membership subscriptions will be very 
welcome as will Volunteers to help out with 
the maintenance etc. Please use our email 
or Facebook page to contact us and we 
look forward to hearing from you!
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Hello everyone. I hope you are all doing 
OK.
With the current situation and the future 
unknown, it isn’t always easy to know 
what to talk about in these articles. We 
try to keep you updated on Chatterbox 
matters and the amazing work our ladies 
continue to do for Rosa Caritas. We are 
so grateful so please carry on! Summer is 
on its way – lightweight clothing is number 
1 on the list!

I thought for a change that I would think 
of a photograph - what it meant to me at 
the time and if it took me back to similar 
circumstances.

This is a photo of the aftermath of the 

1986 hurricane just by the Royal Pavilion in 
Brighton. It is self-explanatory, with people 
looking and wondering, but knowing they 
need to get to their places of employment, 
get the children to school and try to carry 
on as best they can. Obviously public 
transport was badly affected, so you knew 
if the buses could not get through, you 
would not be able to either.............so you 
needed to walk – I did and I met lots of 
lovely people en-route and tasted many 
different coffees on the way.

This took me back to my thoughts of a 
similar situation. I could only have been 18 
and very proud to be working in a London 
hospital. It was all going so well until........
the train strike and then the snow. I felt 
that I had to get to work. I had worked 
really hard to get my perfect job and 
yes, I felt important and did not want to 
let people down and so...  I walked to 
work which in total was probably around 
12 miles. It was dark when I left home and 
there I was a young girl on her own, but 
the people I met during my travels were 
fabulous. The friendships I made lasted 
throughout the strike and beyond.

Yes, the Health Authority thanked everyone 
for their efforts, but it never mentioned the 

friends on the way!

Stay safe and well
Lots of love

Sue

I must first mention the recent death of 
the Duke of Edinburgh.  Such a sad loss 
to the Queen and her family.  I am sure I 
speak for everyone in offering our sincere 
condolences to Her Majesty the Queen 
and her family.  Prince Philip will not only 
be missed by his wife and family, but by 
a great many people both in the UK and 
across the world.  There was a short 
Service of Remembrance in the Memorial 
Park on Camposol A, on the day of the 
funeral which I will be reporting on further 
in the next issue.

Moving on to the current situation here 
on Camposol, it is now over a year since 
lockdown restrictions started and we have 
certainly had our ups and downs over the 
past year.  However, there does seem to 
be some ‘light at the end of the tunnel’. 

The bars are now open, albeit still with 
limited numbers and conditions, but at 
least people can meet up for a meal and 
a drink. Also at long last the vaccination 
programme is finally reaching us here on 
Camposol. Hopefully all of us on Camposol 
will soon be vaccinated which we hope will 
eventually lead to restrictions being eased 
and a more ‘normal’ life being resumed. 
(We can only hope!)

O u r 
Volunteers 
a r e 
continuing 
their good 
work in 
k e e p i n g 
our area 
l o o k i n g 
s m a r t .  
The palm 
t r o ope r s 
are out 
e v e r y 
w e e k 
tr imming 
the trees; 
the weeds 
w h i c h 
h a v e 
suddenly 
sprouted up after the rain are being treated 
with weed killer by Jock and Brian; Tony 
has been destroying the processionary 

caterpillars and Alan continues to keep 
the Post Room clean and tidy.  Rob with 
other volunteers are manning the Bucket 
Collection on a Thursday and our loyal 
group of ladies are manning the Library 
every Friday.  We have received a large 
number of books donated by various 
people and we are very grateful to you 
since this enables us to have a good 
turnaround of books for people to choose 
from. The library is open every Friday from 
10am-12.30pm.

If you wish to contact us, our email is 
lospalaciosgardening@icloud.com 
and we have a post box in the Post Room 
on Los Palacios under number 915 Los 
Palaios Gardening Group.

We thank you all for your continued 
support. 
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Last month, just before 
Easter, The Food Co 
supermarket in Puerto de 
Mazarrón made a donation 
of Easter Eggs to us and 
we were able to pass this 
donation on to ASPADEM 
the Spanish charity who 
help all the handicapped 
people in our area. Their 
wonderful Centre is located 
in Puerto de Mazarrón.

We have also made a further 
donation of 1000€ to the 
San Jose Church to enable 
them to continue their food 
and essential items distribution to families 
who have been hit particularly hard with 
this continued ‘lockdown’ situation. 

Our AGM meeting will take 
place on 5th May at 12pm. 
We are now going into our 
thirteenth year of operation 
and aim, which is helping 
those in need, irrespective 
of race, creed and status. We 
have, through the years, been 
able to help many families 
who had found themselves 
in difficult situations and it 
has been a privilege to do so. 
We now have changed the 
way we directly help people, 
concentrating on working 
with Spanish charities and 
schools in our area to enable 

them, through our donations, to Make a 
Difference to so many people.

We would like to thank all our supporters 
for their continued support with donations, 
all our customers who purchase articles 
from our shop and all our marvellous 
volunteers who give their time and effort 
enabling us to continue helping others in 
our area.

Our shop is located in Puerto de Mazarrón 
on the corner of Calle Sierra de la 
Carrascoy and Calle Sierra de la Espuña 
in the residential area of La Via Axial. We 
are open Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 
mornings 10.30am-1.00pm. Our van will 
be at Camposol A Commercial Car Park 
every Tuesday from 10.30am-12.00pm 
for the collection of any donations. For 
furniture collections please call 603 389 
006.

The most awaited dates, at present, seem 
to be 9th May, when COVID-19 restrictions 
should be lifted in Spain and 17th May 
when the restrictions should be lifted in 
the UK, according to the leaders of our 
countries.  In the meantime, however, 
every precaution should be taken to avoid 
the very serious risk of contracting the 
virus, by abiding to the restrictions which 
are updated regularly and by keeping away 
from those selfish individuals who prefer to 
flaunt the safety measures which are put 
in place to save lives.

With this in mind, the Regional Authorities 
have been organizing mass vaccinations 
since mid-April, in order of age-group. In 
Mazarrón the vaccinations have been taking 
place at the Sports Centre in Calle de Los 
Santo Tomás, 30870 Mazarrón (tel 968 
591 852). The feedback from residents 
who attended the centre and received their 
first jab has been very positive and apart 
from the occasional hiccup, the programme 
seems to be reaching everybody in the 
municipality. 

At the time of writing, the National Ministry 
of Health was studying the possibility of 
imposing a ban on smoking on the terraces 
of bars and restaurants, whatever the 
circumstances and regardless of safety 
distance precautions.  Whether this was 
passed or not, people are urged to take 
notice of the following warning, published 
recently in a local newspaper:
“The Ministry has affirmed that smoking 
emits aerosols that can carry the virus, 
with the possibility of infecting those 
people who are sitting at other tables, 
even if they are more than two metres 
away.” Food for thought!

The month of April saw the sad passing of 
the Duke of Edinburgh, Prince Philip and 
the following message of Condolence was 

forwarded by the Councillor for Camposol: 
“Since the arrival of the COVID-19 
pandemic, when Camposol gratefully 
received hundreds of face masks made 
by the volunteers of Cáritas, a strong 
relationship was forged between this charity 
organisation and the people of Camposol 
and surrounding areas. Following the sad 
loss of Prince Philip a few days ago, the 
President of the local branch of Cáritas, 
who is also the Vicar of San José Church in 
the Port, sent this message:

“Having heard of the death of the Duke of 
Edinburgh and knowing how important the 
Royal Family is to the British Community, 
I wish to express my sincere condolences 
to the British people, at this very sad 
moment. I am a great admirer of the Royal 
Family, especially of Queen Elizabeth II, 

for her invaluable contribution in British 
history and to humanity throughout the 
world.

The Royal Family, and in particular Prince 
Philip will be in my prayers and I will ask 
God to keep his soul. Although the Duke 
of Edinburgh was considered by some a 
controversial figure, he was a fundamental 
pillar of strength for Her Majesty the Queen 
and therefore for the whole population of 
the United Kingdom.”

Your Councillor, Silvana, is normally 
available by appointment at the Social 
Centre, Camposol B, on Mondays and 
Wednesdays between 10am and 12 noon.
She can be contacted on silvanaeb@
mazarron.es
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During our daily lockdown exercise we 
have tried to vary our locations and we 
did a very pleasant riverside walk recently. 
This walk was great because, besides the 
scenery, it was flat!

As we progressed, my wife Jessica spotted 
an amazing nest hidden amongst the 
branches of a small shrub. I don’t know 
how she spotted it as it was beautifully 
camouflaged with lichens so that it 
blended in perfectly with its location (note 
to self - she doesn’t miss a thing!). It was 
sort of cylindrical/ovoid shape with a small 
entrance hole towards the top on one 
side. It appeared to be constructed with 
moss under an outer covering of lichens. 
Evidently these builders use cobwebs to 
stick parts of the nest together and then 
line it with feathers to make it cosy for 
a young family. I have read that it takes 
about 3 weeks’ work for a pair to complete 
the nest, so what birds are they? I suspect 
some of you have begun to realise who the 
construction team was. Although we didn’t 
hang around to see which birds arrived, 
(we didn’t want to cause any disturbance), 
I am pretty sure it belonged to a pair of 
Long-Tailed Tits (Aegithalos Caudatus). 
Long-Tailed Tits, or ‘flying spoons’ as I 
have heard them called, are fairly common 
in all types of woodland habitat throughout 
the region. They are small birds with tiny 
bodies and as you would expect, a very long 

tail in proportion to the rest of them. They 
are also sometimes referred to as ‘a ball on 
a stick’. They are very sociable birds that 
are often seen in small family groups. They 
are not shy, but are sometimes difficult to 
spot as they constantly move acrobatically 
through the trees and shrubs in their 
search for the small insects they feed 
upon. The photo is of a bird I took recently 
in the UK which is a slightly different race 
from the Murcian birds because the local 
Spanish birds are generally more dusky on 
the side of the head. However, it is a very 
minor difference and they are after all, the 
same species.

Although I am still in the UK waiting for 
travel restrictions to be lifted, my thoughts 
do wander to where I would have been 
going on my Murcian birding trips. At 
the beginning of May I would be focused 
on catching up with some of our special 
summer visitors and would have a number 
of specific sites on my itinerary.

This is as good a time as any, to plug the 
book Birding in Murcia. It should be 
published during May and it will allow you 
to find the best birding sites in the region 
and know which birds can be seen when 
you are out and about. With about 300 
colour photos it should be an attractive 
addition to your bookcase or coffee table. 
If you wish to purchase a copy there are 
only a couple of places where it will be 
available at the moment; these are ‘Cosas 
y Cosas’ in Cehegin, and ‘Best Wishes’ at 
Camposol and at Puerto de Mazarrón. If 
you are unable to go to these shops it is 
also available at the UK’s premier on-line 
natural history bookshop, nhbs.co.uk 

Now back to birding!
At the beginning of May, the last of our 
summer visitors will be arriving and will 
be very busy claiming territories, finding 
a mate and building nests. Everywhere will 
be a hive of activity with lots of bird song 
in the air. One of our most colourful birds, 
which is also one of the last to arrive, is 
the Roller (Coracius Garrulus). Having 
said that, they are actually beginning 
to arrive earlier each year because of 
climate change. They normally get to 
their breeding territories during the last 

week in April or the first week of May, so 
now is a good time to go and see them 
performing their acrobatic courtship flights 
and displays. Rollers are about the size of 
a Jackdaw and their spectacular plumage 
colours of greenish to electric blue with 
a reddish-brown back and black under-
wingtips, makes them unmistakeable if 
you are lucky enough to see one. They 
are birds that like warm, dryish, open 
countryside with scattered trees. They 
often perch on prominent posts or trees 
as they are ‘sit and wait’ hunters. They 
look for large insects and small reptiles to 
appear, before swooping down for the kill. 
Birds from Southern Spain overwinter in 
Angola, Namibia and Botswana, so have a 
fairly lengthy return journey as they follow 
the West African coast back to Spain and 
eventually to Murcia; about 7,000km in 
total. They are not uncommon birds here, 
but they do tend to be a bit patchy and 
localised in their distribution. If I was 
near the coast I would probably visit the 
Saladares del Guadalentín to see them, 
but one of my favourite sites in the North-
west is the plain of Los Royos where I took 
the attached Roller photo last summer. I 
wish you luck in seeing them. They are 
beautiful birds and well worth the effort it 
takes to find them.

Another place I would certainly be heading 
to, is the coast near Águilas, to visit the 
beautiful area of Cabo Cope. A couple of 
years ago I spent a few memorable days 
staying at Calabardina as I explored the 
spectacular 17km coastline of Cabo Cope 
Regional Park.

Rufous Bush Robin

Roller

Long-tailed Tit

Long-tailed Tit nest

Jackdaw

Continued on page 39
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My initial interest in visiting the area was 
to look for one of Murcia’s more uncommon 
summer visitors, Rufous Bush Robin 
or Rufous-Tailed Scrub Robin. It also 
has a few other similar sounding common 
names, but to be specific, its definitive 
Latin name is Cercotrichas Galactotes. It 
is a bird that likes dry habitats with a bit 
of shrubby vegetation and is often seen 
associated with dry ramblas, particularly 
close to the coast near Águilas. It has 
been suffering a serious population decline 
in Spain and especially in our part of the 
peninsula, mainly as a result of habitat loss 
that is related to changes in agriculture. 
However, a recent survey found nearly 50 
territories in the region; a number which 
was more than expected. It’s always nice 
to have a bit of good news. They can be 
a bit skulking, but May is an excellent 
time to go and see them, as the males 
will often perch conspicuously and sing, 
defending their territories and trying to 
attract a mate. The Spanish name of the 
bird, Alzacola, literally means ‘raising the 
tail’ which is very apt as it has a habit 
of raising its tail as it sings on the top 
of a perch. I suspect this habit makes it 
more conspicuous to both interlopers and 
perspective mates!

Another part of the regional park that is a 
particular favourite of mine is Cala Blanca, 
a small sandy bay that is partially enclosed 
with cliffs on two sides. It is an interesting 
place as there are cave-houses carved into 
one of the cliffs that were used by fishermen 
in times gone by. It is a very scenic spot, 
but also ornithologically very interesting 
because of the birds which nest under the 
cliff overhang. There are colonies of the 
region’s 3 species of Swift plus other birds 
such as Kestrels (Falco Tinnunculus), 
Jackdaws (Covus Monedula) and Black 
Wheatears (Oenanthe Leucura) breeding 
here. 

The 3 Swifts are: Common Swift (Apus 
Apus), Pallid Swift (Apus Pallidus) and 
Alpine Swift (Apus Melba). 

Common Swifts, as their name suggests, 
are numerous and can be seen above a lot 
of our older towns in the evenings as they 
fly screaming and manoeuvering rapidly 
like starfighters in a mad aerial ballet. 
They normally nest in the roof spaces of 
older buildings by squeezing through gaps 
underneath the roof tiles. 

Pallid Swifts are almost identical to 
their common relative and it is virtually 

impossible to tell them apart with the 
naked eye. However, they have a large 
white throat patch and are a bit chunkier. 
They are browner with slightly paler flight 
feathers, but this feature is sometimes 
not clear because depending on light 
conditions, the birds can appear lighter or 
darker and more or less contrasting. Their 
voice is slightly different and this can also 
help with identification. They are to the 
north of their natural range in our region 
and are mainly coastal birds rather than 
inland, although saying that, I understand 
there are breeding colonies in the city of 
Murcia.

The last of the three, the Alpine Swift, 
is quite clearly larger than the other 
two. It has a pure white belly and throat 
divided by a dark brown band and these 
contrasting colours makes identification 
relatively easy. Alpine Swifts breed in 
small colonies in just a few sites in the 
region and are considered scarce summer 
visitors. Visiting the coast of Cabo Cope is 
a good choice to find the least common of 
the region’s breeding swifts. 

Whether you are an ardent birder or 
just like being out and about in the 
countryside, I can thoroughly recommend 
a visit to Cabo Cope and the other places 
mentioned here.

Finally many thanks to John Thompson 
for allowing me to use his photograph of 
Alpine Swift and to Yeray Seminario for 
his photo of a Pallid Swifr. 

If you have any queries or comments please 
feel free to contact me on antrimbirder@
gmail.com

Pallid Swift

Black Wheatear

Alpine Swift

Continued from page 38



Answers on page 74

L A W

E R P

P A L
49 words of 3 letters or more.

WALL

TERRACE

GARDEN

TILES

PERGOLA

COVER

HEDGE

GRASS

PAINTING

PLANTS

SPRING

BBQ

SHADE

GATES/DOORS

HOT TUB

SHED

SWIMMING POOL

WINDOWS

LIGHTS

TREES
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The Chaste Diana Bandits
America had 
its tough 
outlaws and 
robbers in 
the 1930’s, 
such as the 
gun- to t ing 
Ma Barker 
and Bonnie 
Parker (of 
Bonnie & 
Clyde fame). 
H o w e v e r , 
Murcia had 
its own 
n o t o r i o u s 
female gang 
of thieves 
and robbers, 
more than 
twenty years 
before the 
Depression 
hit era of 
Parker and 
Ma Barker. 
In the 
two years 
b e t w e e n 
1911 and 1913, a gang of seven female 
bandits and outlaws, nicknamed the 
‘Chaste Dianas’, apparently terrorised 
the countryside around what is now Murcia 
City. Their robberies and hold-ups were put 
to an end in 1913 when they were arrested 
after an epic gun battle with Civil Guards 
(in which one Civil Guard was killed). 
These female brigands were named after 
the important Ancient Greek and Roman 
goddess Diana, who was considered 
to be a virginal deity who oversaw the 
countryside, hunting, crossroads, the 
moon and childbirth. Precisely what made 
these seven Murcian women into ruthless 
robbers is unclear. A range of British 

newspapers and magazines carried the 
story, but in a rather restrained style. 
In 1913, suffragette activity in Britain 
was at its height, with women planning 
bomb attacks and other militant activities 
in order to promote their cause. As a 
result, some journalists were possibly 
uncertain about how to treat the story of a 
rampaging gang of female Murcian outlaws 
involved in gunfights and widespread 
robbery and violence. Nevertheless, the 
Westminster Gazette of 1913 still managed 
a little wordplay in its account of the Diana 
bandits, which ended by saying that the 
women had been ‘chaste and captured’.

Murcia’s Musical Leviathan
In 1854, parts of historic Murcia Cathedral 
were badly damaged by fire. It was 
therefore entirely appropriate that as part 
of the cathedral’s refurbishments, the 
firm of Merklin & Schutze was engaged 
to construct a massive new organ for the 
church. By late September 1856, the organ 
(described as a great musical leviathan by 
some British newspapers) was ready to 
travel to the cathedral. Joseph Merklin was 
one of the world’s greatest church organ 
makers and 
the organ 
he made 
for Murcia 
C a t h e d r a l 
w a s 
d e s i g n e d 
and made 
in Brussels. 
T h e 
c o m p a n y 
that Merklin 
ran with his 
brother-in-
law Schutze, 
p r o d u c e d 
c h u r c h 
o r g a n s 

mostly designed for places of worship in 
Belgium and France, although two were 
sent to Mexico and one went to Italy (in 
addition to the one destined for Murcia).

Merklin’s great Murcian church organ, 
which can still be seen today, was certainly 
a considerable artistic and technological 
achievement. The organ stood between 
65-70 feet high and its front measured 
over 43 feet in length. The instrument 
had 4700 pipes, 68 stops, 4 complete 
keyboards and 11 pedals. A newly 
invented pneumatic lever enabled all 
keys to be played with ease, despite the 
massive weight of the overall construction. 
The organ was also constructed with 
frontages which were both Gothic and 
Renaissance in style. The Brussels-made 
giant organ aroused considerable interest 
across Europe in the days before it made 
its way to Murcia. Crowds assembled in 
the city to hear eminent music professors 
play intricate pieces of music on the organ 
and information about this new Merklin 
masterpiece of design was published in 
newspapers and journals around the world. 

Diana the Huntress, by 
Cametti (1720)

Joseph Merklin

Murcia Cathedral - photo by tango7174
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What Covid Brought Us
We are living an historic moment due to 
this unexpected pandemic. We can count in 
millions those infected by the virus and at the 
time of writing this article, we are really close 
to reaching 2 million deaths. Our lives have 
changed, the economy is facing the hardest 
and deepest crisis in years and we cannot 
argue about 2020 being the worst year ever. 
In spite of this dramatic situation, maybe we 
can find some good thanks to COVID-19.

The different education systems in every 
country have needed to make some changes 
in order to adapt to this new scenario, where 
crowded classrooms are to be avoided, sick 
students aren’t allowed to go anywhere near 
their education centres and those who are 
expecting PCR test results must wait at home 
just in case.

In most cases and learning stages, students, 
parents and teachers weren’t ready to work 

remotely. Frequently this was due to a lack of 
training or access to equipment and internet 
connections, or as it was called too, the digital 
gap, but then, this awful situation made us get 
together, doing our best to keep on track with 
our studies as students and with our work as 
teachers and a special acknowledgement to 
those absolutely heroic parents who helped 
the youngest and those not so young kids not 

to ‘fall off the wagon’. Thanks to the effort of 
all of them.

I am pleasantly surprised to see as a teacher 
that students have got quite a good level of 
knowledge and usage of new technologies 
applied to education. Apps such as Google 
Classroom, Classdojo, or Meet, are now on 
our laptops, smartphones and tablets. 8 year 
old students or 56 year old teachers are not 
asking for help from their family computer 
geek anymore, because now they are 
perfectly able to access those platforms, work 
and send their documents by themselves.

It can be a hard pill to swallow, but nowadays 
our education systems may be better in 
comparison to 2019 and all thanks to this 
virus, that hopefully will disappear, leaving 
behind this improvement in education.

Rafael Rentero Egea
Escuela Oficial de Idiomas

We awoke to a complete blanket of mist 
surrounding the garden; or was it fog? I could 
see the trees in the meadow, but no further. 
The mountains on the other side of the valley 
that are normally part of my morning view 
were completely obliterated. It was as if a 
curtain had been dropped around us, but 
strangely inside that curtain there was a 
brightness and the sun was shining. After the 

rain that we had recently had, everything was 
sparkling and the colours were so much more 
vibrant.

It put me in the mind of how God surrounds 
us with His protection, especially when the 
enemy uses his cunning methods to leer us 
along the wrong paths. Psalm 138 assures us, 
verse 7 says “Though I walk in the midst of 

trouble, you preserve my life.”

One of the words that has become much 
used, especially in the UK since the pandemic 
hit us all, seems to be the word ‘bubble’; 
brought about to help those living on their 
own, to engage with another such person for 
encouragement and friendship. That was just 
how I felt that morning; as though the Lord 
had wrapped us up in a bubble; a bubble of 
protection. He was there to encourage us to 
show us that in Him we would be able to find 
a brightness through His Love and grace that 
He pours out on all those who believe and 
trust in Him. 

“Everything in the garden was rosy.” How 
often have we heard that said and yet life’s 
not easy at the moment is it and we wonder 
where it will all end?
 
As a believer in Jesus, we are promised a 
new life covered under the protection of God 
in which NOTHING can separate us from His 
love.

If you would like to contact us regarding 
anything we have publicised or may be 
planning in the future, our contact details are:
Lynda.spain@hotmail.co.uk
Derek.tycymru@gmail.com
Tel 633 447 937

Welcome House
3A Campillo y Suertes
Cehegin
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Ha! Never mind! The Rockin’ Vicar! These 
days I feel more like The Wobbly Vicar! Jobs 
have to wait while I sit in my chair and think 
about them!

It’s good to sit and reflect, but no action makes 
Jack a dull boy. Jobs don’t do themselves and 
I guess many of you know what I mean.

Here we are so fortunate to have a guy 
who keeps our olive groves in order. He is 
a retired builder and can turn his hand to 
anything. We communicate in Spanish and 
all goes brilliantly. He does so many jobs and 
is 100% reliable and honest. If in doubt, ask 
Anton. We have complete faith in him. Why? 
Because he has never let us down. Isn’t that 
how we test people, give them some rope and 
see how they go. Unfortunately quite a few 
disappoint, leave a bad taste, but some shine 

like stars, leaving us wanting to know them 
better and we really appreciate them.

This got me thinking about Faith (not the 
main character in the TV drama Keeping 
Faith). Faith as in what we believe; or don’t. 
It’s complicated because we all come from 
different experiences and backgrounds. 
If it was easy, more would have it. Life is 
complicated! Tell me about it!

Sometimes I’ve had enough and shout “Beam 
me up Scotty!” That needs Faith - who exactly 
is Scotty and where’s he going to beam me 
to? Maybe I’m better hanging on here, just 
in case. Well as long as I can, nothing lasts 
forever. 

It does, it’s called eternity.

Where nothing ends, it goes on into infinity; 
without all the pain and heartache this life 
encompasses. Oh and the happiness! Let’s 
not forget the joy here on our tiny, spinning, 
polluted planet, but it won’t be spasmodic. It 
will be never-ending, all-encompassing love 
and perfect peace. Eternal light.

As you read this, some of you will be thinking 
“What a wally”; others “Yes, I believe.”

The worry is those who say “I don’t care.”

Anyway, if you would like a confidential chat, 
please do get in touch. I have a very open, 
broad and sympathetic mind.
Email ahrea2@yahoo.co.uk or ring 634 
386 179
‘Bye for now and God bless.
Rev Andrew

Fuente Caputa
Following last month’s description of a walk, 
here’s another one; a short, beautiful and 
easy walk of 6 km. 
  
From the RM-15 motorway take exit 33 to 
Calasparra and Cieza and continue for just 
over 6 km.  After a series of downhill bends 
with pine trees either side, turn first right. 
Continue on this road for another 4km and 
after a downhill section the road will turn 
sharply left.  200mtr further turn right onto 
a track that crosses a bridge over Fuente 
Caputa and park up. 

The walk starts on the forest road that goes 
uphill.  Ignore the ‘No Trespassing’ sign unless 
you are driving a car.  Keep on the main track 
and the route goes uphill. After 1.14km the 
track turns sharply left and continues uphill 
to a plateau. There is an old abandoned 
house on the left and to your right there are 
views down over the motorway and beyond 

to Bullas.

The surface then changes to tarmac. Ignore 
the track on your left and continue straight 
ahead on this road. It goes across the plateau 
with Rosemary, Esparto Grass, Junipers and 
Pine Trees. The track will start to veer around 
to the left and Mula Castle and La Cierva 
Reservoir will emerge on your right with the 
wonderful backdrop of Sierra Espuña in the 
distance. This is a good place for a photo.

The track will start to descend and turn to the 
left before meeting a T-junction after 3.64km 
from the start. Turn left here and the track 
will start to descend quickly to the valley 
and the Rambla de Perea. After 4.5km you 
will come to a fork in the road. Take the right 
hand and lower of the two roads. A little bit 
further on, you will cross a bridge over the 
rambla. In another 350mtr is a sharp right 
hand bend where you turn off left past the 
rubbish containers and towards an aqueduct 
in front of you.  As you approach it drops 
down into the rambla and you walk upstream 
underneath the aqueduct to a large pool, 
which is El Pozo de Caputa.  This is a well-
known beauty spot, a very popular bathing 

area for local people and a good place for a 
picnic stop.

Go to the left hand side of the pool and the 
path goes up along the edge of the Pine Trees 
to a narrow, but short rock ledge. You must 
go along this narrow path for 10mtr, then 
turn left into the rambla above the waterfall. 
There is a cable attached to the rock wall to 
assist you along this section, so proceed with 
caution.  The route then follows the rambla 
upstream for the final 1km towards the finish. 
The rocks shortly give way to narrow, well-
worn paths. Follow them all the way to the 
finish.  At places there are several choices, 
but they all go in the same direction to 
another attractive and natural bathing pool.  
From here follow the water course a short 
distance to where you left your car.

This is a shortened version from our walking 
book. If you want the full version please email 
WARM2005@gmail.com

Moody Mula castle

Gorgeous landscape

Embalse La Cierva

El Pozo de Caputa
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Why Would Anyone ‘Want’ To Be 
Famous? 
It’s a question I’ve pondered for years. 
Don’t get me wrong, I have nothing 
against those who do want it. I have 
friends who dream of being famous. I also 
know people who are already famous and 
have been for a long time. I love to watch 
and observe them as they handle it in their 
own individual ways.

Do I Want To Be Famous?
Many moons ago, I probably wouldn’t have 
minded having my 15 minutes of fame, 
but now, honestly, no; no thank 
you very much. I enjoy; no I’ll 
go further; I treasure my privacy 
far too much in order to swap it 
for fame. 99.9% of people I meet 
don’t know me from Adam and that 
suits me just fine. I think it would 
be horrific to be constantly followed 
and photographed everywhere.
 
It was Andy Warhol who said, 
“Everyone will have their 15 mins 
of fame.” Actually, it’s a mis-quote. 
What he apparently said was, “In 
the future, everyone will be world-
famous for 15 minutes.” For me, it 
sums up pretty much the modern 
celeb culture we now have.

When I was kid, ‘famous’ was 
the likes of Frank Sinatra, Burt 
Lancaster, Gregory Peck, Audrey 
Hepburn, or Fred Astaire; but now? 
I’m sorry, but if I bumped into 
someone who had won Big Brother, 
I wouldn’t know them.
The modern celeb culture is a very strange 
beast indeed. Fuelled by shows such as 
The X Factor, the winners become famous; 
very quickly at that; from nowhere, to 
global fame, in an instant. 

Millions of young people watch these shows 
and see other ordinary people propelled 
into instant fame. That’s dangerous in my 
view. It’s not the being a singer or dancer 
that’s important anymore, it’s being 
recognised, loved, admired and famous. 
The dance or the music, seems secondary. 
It’s the money and fame that counts. 
The irony is, for many who do win these 
programmes, whilst I accept that some do 
go on to make a career, the vast majority 
of those who won whatever show it is, are 
soon long forgotten. Initially of course, 
they bask in the limelight. They are the 
new big thing, but more often than not, it 
turns sour. The same people who helped 
put you up there, can be the very ones that 
then go on to drag you down.

I feel there are two kinds of fame when 
it comes to entertainment; the likes I’ve 
just mentioned above and the slow burn. 
By that I mean, how it used to be done.

Does anyone really think that today’s 
famous stars from Britain’s Got Talent 

will be selling out huge arenas in 50 
years’ time? Paul Simon from Simon and 
Garfunkel is. Elton John is. Status Quo are. 
Neil Diamond is. The Rolling Stones are, 
along with numerous other big names.
All these guys did it the real hard way. 
They had a burning passion, started from 
nothing, slogged their guts out for years, 
went through hard times, no doubt got 
numerous knockbacks, persevered and 
then finally made it. Decades later they are 
still ‘famous.’ I’ll eat my hat if the ‘overnight 
propelled into instant fame’ generation are 
still famous when they’re pushing 70.

I watched a recent interview with Paul 
Simon. He said, “Fame is toxic”. Now that 
made me contemplate just how many 
celebs end up in rehab for drug addiction 
and depression. As I said in a previous 
column, I don’t think money can buy you 
happiness. It seems, neither can fame. 
I think one of the worst things about 
being famous is the way that millions of 
the general public make their minds up 
regarding famous people. Comments like, 
“Oh I don’t like him”, or “I hate her” and so, 
but we don’t know them. We don’t really 
know them at all. We are often basing our 
opinions on individuals from gossipy stuff 
in magazines or a photo spread. Then 
there’s the scrutiny; jokes made about 
your weight or being laughed at about your 
new look. Your personal relationships are 
constantly dissected and commented on. 
Your kids’ lives are on public display.

Why would anyone want to be famous?
I’d guess that the smiles for the camera 
are often fake, hiding an insecure person 
behind the famous face. Of course, there’s 
famous and there’s famous.

The serious stuff; the serious fame is 
royalty, especially British Royalty. Whether 
you love them or loathe them is by-the-by, 
but would anyone really want their lives? 

I’m not massively pro-royal, but neither am 
I anti. I do find it amusing though, when 
some say that they have it easy with their 
privileged life. I agree, they are privileged, 
but an easy life? I wouldn’t have their life 
for all the tea in China! They are locked 
inside a bubble with all of us looking in, 
everyone writing about them and criticising 
everything they do, paparazzi everywhere 
and constant rumours - no thanks, not for 
me!

Let’s take Meghan Markle. It seems, she 
had always wanted fame.  I’m following 

what’s going on there, with their 
leaving the Royal fold, their move 
to the US and their ongoing battles 
with the UK press. I personally don’t 
know either Harry or Meghan; none 
of us do, I guess. All we know is 
the snippets we get from the press, 
TV, or online gossip. I genuinely try 
when it comes to these two, to try 
and keep an open mind. I’d love to 
meet them informally and chat. I’d 
love to know what the truth is. 
Meghan, like most other famous 
people, loves the limelight and the 
adulation, but on her own terms. 
They want the press to photo them, 
give them coverage and help them 
get to the top, but then it seems to 
change and they cry press-intrusion. 
I’m sure they have a point; it must 
be awful to have no privacy, but 
those who want to be famous, can’t 
pick and choose, I guess. As for that 
recent interview they gave back in 
March, all I will say on that is, “Don’t 
wash your dirty linen in public.”

The price for fame, be it the serious 
stuff like royalty, or the ‘propelled into 
instant fame’ such as our modern-day 
celeb culture, is a price not worth paying 
in my view. For anyone who wants to be 
famous, I genuinely wish them well. Talent 
aside, they’ll need to be mentally strong 
and have really genuine friends alongside 
to support them on the runaway roller-
coaster they have just jumped onto. The 
online world and especially social media 
have made it very easy to become famous. 
However, it has also made it very easy to 
become hated and vilified by people who 
don’t even know the famous person they 
are ripping to shreds. 

To those who have told me that they’d like 
to be famous, I asked the simple question, 
“Why?”

The answers I got include the following:
Wherever you go, everyone will notice you.
People who don’t know you will be flattered 
to just meet you.
People will think you’re amazing.
Everyone will want a selfie with you.

As I sit writing this, scratching my head, 
I ask the question again, “Why would 
anyone want to be famous?”
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Parsley and Sage
As the 
song from 
Simon and 
Garfunkel 
g o e s , 
P a r s l e y , 
S a g e , 
Rosemary 
and Thyme, 
over the 
last few months, I have been looking at 
the use of herbs. Sometimes we use one 
of two of these in a recipe but it’s rare they 
are the main ingredient. Parsley is a great 
dressing to spruce up a dish when ready, 

but who 
m a k e s 
P a r s l e y 
Sauce with 
their fish or 
gammon like 
me? I have 
i n c l u d e d 
P e s t o 
Sauce and 

Parsley Potatoes recipes which just adds 
something different to your meal. Sage 
and Onion stuffing is a favourite, but have 
you tried Chicken with Apple and Sage? 
It also works very well with Pork.  
Buen Apetito  

Parsley Sauce
1 oz/25 grams butter
1 oz/25 grams all-purpose flour (approx 3 
tbsp plus 2 tsp)
1½ tsp English mustard, optional
1 cup/250 mls milk
1 handful fresh flat-leaf Parsley, chopped
Sea salt, to taste
Freshly ground pepper, to taste

In a medium-sized saucepan, melt the 

butter over medium heat. Stir in the flour 
and mustard (if using). Stir thoroughly to 
form a thick paste. Cook gently for 2-3 
minutes. Slowly stir in the milk and whisk, 
bringing to the boil and keep whisking to 
avoid lumps. Should be sauce thickness, 
but if too thick add a little milk until the 
right consistency. Add Parsley and season. 

Parsley and Lemon Pesto
½ bunch Parsley, either flat-leaf or curly 
½ garlic clove, peeled 
½ cup stale bread crumbs 
1-2 tblsp lemon juice 
2/3 cup Olive Oil 
1 tsp finely grated lemon zest 
A pinch of salt 
Black pepper (optional)

If you have a food processor, simply put all 
the ingredients in it and whizz until a paste 
has formed. Alternatively, finely chop the 
Parsley and garlic and mix in a bowl with 
the rest of the ingredients. Adjust the 
seasoning as necessary. Use immediately, 
or to store, pour into a sterile jar and top 
with a little olive oil to seal. This way it will 
keep for up to 3 weeks in the fridge.

Parsley Potatoes
3lb of potatoes (red are best)
3 tbsp butter
3 tbsp of chopped Parsley
1 tsp salt

Chop potatoes into cubes with skin on, 
cover with water and add salt.  Bring to the 
boil and simmer for about 10 minutes until 
cooked. Drain until completely dry and put 
in bowl. Slice butter and add with Parsley 
and mix gently until potato is covered. 
Serve immediately.

Chicken with Apple and Sage
4 chicken thighs
1 tsp salt
½ tsp black pepper
1 tbsp Olive Oil
1 tbsp brown sugar
2 apples peeled, cored and cut into thick 
wedges
2 cups of chicken stock
1 cup of shallots or onions chopped
1 tsp fresh chopped fresh sage
1 tsp cider vinegar
Knob of butter

Heat oil in a frying pan, pat chicken dry 
and then cover in salt and pepper. Cook 
gently for around 10 minutes until chicken 
is brown after turning. Transfer to plate 
and drain most of the fat out of the pan. 
Add butter, brown sugar, shallots and 
apple to pan and cook gently for about 5 
minutes. Add stock, vinegar and Sage and 
stir. Add chicken back to pan and simmer 
for 20 minutes with lid or foil on. Serve.   

Butternut Squash Steaks with Sage 
Sauce
1 large butternut squash
1 tbsp olive oil
2 tbsp butter
6 Sage leaves
2 garlic cloves crushed
1 tbsp lemon juice
Salt and pepper

Cut the butternut squash into steak-
size pieces. Heat olive oil in pan and 
cook squash steaks turning every few 
minutes until cooked; about 15 minutes. 
Add butter, Sage and garlic to the pan. 
Continue cooking steaks basting on both 
sides (about 1 minute) until butter starts 
to turn brown. Remove from heat and put 
steaks on a plate. Stir in lemon juice, salt 
and pepper to taste to the sauce. Pour 
sauce over steaks and serve.
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Many ask the age old questions:
Where did life come from?
Who created this world we live in?
Where did the animals come from?
Who made the sun, moon and stars?
Who made the beautiful flowers?

There are two main beliefs given to 
explain these important questions about 
the origin of life. Some believe in the Big 
Bang theory. This belief is called Evolution, 
whereby everything evolved over millions 
of years (by time and chance). There is 
much debate as to whether the earth was 
created intelligently by a supreme Creator 
or by Evolution, but one thing is sure; 
it takes faith to believe in Evolution or 
Creation.

Did you know that the scriptures outline 
creation in the book of Genesis. The 
word Genesis means beginnings. In the 
beginning Yehovah (Jehovah or God) 
created the heavens and the earth. 
(Genesis chapter 1 and verse 1).
See below the creation week as outlined in 
the scriptures:

Day One
Yehovah (God) said “Let there be light.” 
He divided the light from the darkness and 

called the light; day and the darkness; 
night, then evening and morning were the 
first day. (Genesis chapter 1 verses 3-5).

Day Two
Yehovah said “Let there be a firmament 
and called it Heaven (sky).” Then the 
evening and the morning were the second 
day. (Genesis chapter 1 verses 6-8).

Day Three
Yehovah separated the waters from the 
dry land and called the dry land Earth. 
He called the waters, sea. He made the 
Earth to bring forth grass, herb-yielding 
seeds, fruits and trees etc. Then evening 
and morning were the third day. (Genesis 
chapter 1 verses 9-13).

Day Four
Yehovah said “Let there be lights in the 
firmament (sky) to divide the day from the 
night and let them be for signs, seasons, 
days and years; the sun to rule the day 
and the moon to rule the night with the 
stars.” Then evening and morning were the 
fourth day. (Genesis chapter 1 verses 14-
19).

Day Five
Yehovah said “Let there be creatures in 

the sea (fish) and birds in the firmament 
(sky).” Then evening and morning were 
the fifth day. (Genesis chapter 1 and 20-
23).

Day Six
Yehovah said “Let there be land animals 
both large and small.” He also made man 
and woman in his image to have dominion 
over the animals upon the earth. Then 
evening and morning were the sixth day. 
(Genesis chapter 1 verses 24-31).

Now you can see that according to the 
scriptures, creation took 6 days. What 
happened on the seventh day? Thus the 
heavens (sky) and the earth was finished. 
On the seventh day Yehovah (God) ended 
his work of creation and rested. He blessed 
the seventh day and sanctified it¨ (Genesis 
chapter 2 verses 1-3).

I hope you have learned more about the 
scriptures. Next time I will look at the 
Sabbath Day (7th Day) and what it meant 
for believers both in the past and present 
day.

If you would like to know more, contact 
Sandra on 602 466 534

I recently asked the members if there were 
any songs that they couldn’t get out of their 
heads. I received some interesting replies 
and one of them was this entertaining 
account from Julia Frost, one of the girls in 
our Soprano section. 

The idea that a song should track your 
every move and become the most irritating 
‘Earworm’ is interesting. Often it starts with 
that song that is in the background, like 
the ones that they play in a supermarket. 
You’re studying the list and wondering if 
they’ll have that nice bottle of wine in this 
week because last week there was none. 
Should you buy the cheese from here, or 
leave it until you go to the other one; you 
know it’s a bit cheaper there? You trundle 
the trolley to the car and before you know 

it, you’re humming the song you weren’t 
aware they were playing! ALL the way 
home that stupid song is buzzing in your 
head. GO away! Noo, it’s there all the rest 
of the day. 

Hubby says “Stop that, you’re doing my 
head in. Don’t you know any other words?”

“Whatttt! I didn’t realise I was singing bits 
of it out aloud! No, I don’t know any other 
words.” 

Sometimes the song starts with a phrase 
that I hear. I don’t know about you, but I 
can usually find a song for many phrases, 
for example, a friend may begin to ask 
“Are you going ....?”  That’s it for me. In 
my head it finishes with “to San Francisco”, 

so that stays all day, 
having burrowed its 
way into my brain 
until the next song 
jumps in; just like the 
skipping rope games - 
one in, one out. 

Hubby has the same 
problem and he’ll 
complain, “I just can’t 
get a tune out of my 
head!” Thankfully, he 
doesn’t inflict it on 
me, as he knows it’ll 
jump from his head 

into mine, then there are two of us being 
harassed by the flippin’ tune! 

Which tunes are the culprits? Good 
question!
 
As I said at the beginning, sometimes it’s 
the ones you’re not really aware of; the 
backgrounders. Sometimes Ricky Martin 
invades with “Livin’ la Vida Loca”. This 
is not a problem because it’s one of my 
favourites and it livens up the ironing. 
More often it’s a Harlequins’ song. Any of 
the Greatest Showman, pops in to visit 
at any time. The most recent song taking 
up residence (y sin NIE, o Tarjeta de 
Residencia!) is “El mismo sol”. It’s getting 
louder, louder! Want you to take it, take it!

(Please, take it, it’s driving me nuts!) 

Oohh, long answer to a simple question! 
Sorry! (.....seems to be the hardest word.)

For more information on the Harlequin 
Rock Choir, find us on Facebook or 
contact:
Ida Halton
Chairperson and Events and Publicity 
Coordinator
ihalton@yahoo.com
Tel 654 411 974
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BUSINESS NEWS AND
SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESSES

We are continuing to offer a free business card advert to all our regular customers with special offers for 
their customers for May. We hope that this helps our advertisers during these difficult times.

Rhys Brightman is offering 10% off all 
paint jobs quoted and completed in May 
using his new airless paint spray system 
for a quicker and more professional 
finish. If you need to smarten up your 
outside walls, fences and gates, call 
Rhys on 659 328 439 for a friendly 
chat and quote. 

Fully legal and insured.

Filbees Services is a family business 
that helps expats with everything they 
need when moving to Spain. They can 
help and offer everything under one 
roof; insurances, maintenance and 
construction services and they can 
also find your dream home or sell your 
house. They offer to help you with all 
your needs.

Call 669 075 157 for more information. 

Welcome to the new fabulous The Loft 
Hair and Beauty Salon in what was 
Karalee’s at the Piramid Center, Puerto 
de Mazarrón. Leanne also has Carl on 
board and they welcome all their regular 
customers as well as new ones to this 
newly refurbished salon. They offer 
both Ladies’ and Gents’ hairdressing 
and beauty treatments using all the top 
brand products.

Call Leanne on 868 110 254/617 646 
147 or just call in for a chat.
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Roman Catholic Church:
We are in St Joseph’s Church (El Saladillo), 
near Camposol and Mazarrón Country Club 
urbanizations (exit 17, RM3 motorway). 

Schedule of Masses: 
Saturday: Mass at 4.3 (in English).

Schedule of Confessions:  Saturday 
from 3.15pm-4.20pm. (Also on request.)

The Autobiography of Saint Thérèse of 
Lisieux (The Little Flower), a Carmelite 
Sister.
I read in St Matthew: “You have heard 
that it has been said, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor and hate thy enemy”: but I say 
unto you, “Love your enemies, and pray 
for them that persecute you.” (Matthew 
5:43-44).

There are, of course, no enemies in the 
monastery; after all, we have our natural 
likes and dislikes. We may feel drawn 
towards one Sister and may be tempted to 

go a long way 
r o u n d 
to avoid 
m e e t i n g 
another. Well, 
Our Lord tells 
me that this 
is the Sister 
to love and 
pray for, even 
though her 
b e h a v i o u r 
may make 
me imagine 
she does not 
care for me.

“If you love them that love you, what 
thanks are to you? For sinners also love 
those that love them.”

It is not enough to love. We must prove 
our love; naturally one likes to please a 
friend, but that is not charity, for sinners 
do the same.

Our Lord also taught me: “Give to everyone 
that asks thee; and of him that takes away 
thy goods, ask them not again.”
To give to everyone who asks is not so 
pleasant as to give of one’s own accord. If 
we are asked pleasantly, it is easy to give; 
but if we are asked discourteously, then, 
unless we are perfect in charity, there is 
an inward rebellion and we find no end of 
excuses for refusing. Perhaps, after first 
pointing out the rudeness of the request, 
we make such a favour of consenting 
thereto, that the slight service takes 
far less time to perform than was lost in 
arguing the point. If it is difficult to give 
to whosoever asks, it is far more difficult 
to let what belongs to us be taken without 
asking it again.

Dear Mother, I say this is hard, but I should 
rather say that it seems hard, for “The 
yoke of the Lord is sweet and His burden 
light.” (Matthew 11:30). When we submit 
to that yoke, we at once feel its sweetness.

Long Term vs Short Term Rentals

The profile of the rental market in Spain 
has certainly changed in 2021 and I expect 
there will be lasting effects due to the 
travel restrictions and COVID-19 heading 
into 2022.

Now is a good time to review what you want 
to achieve with your property investment 
to maximise your income, bearing in mind 
the rules and regulations that affect the 
rental market.

What are the main differences 
between holiday and longer lets?

Holiday rentals:
* Need to be registered with the 

Tourist board and meet set criteria, 
pass an inspection & obtain a license 
number to show on all publicity and 
marketing.

* Offer higher weekly income rates.

* Have to register guests on arrival 
with the Guardia Civil/Policia 
Nacional within 24 hours of the 
holiday starting.

* Have to have a 24-hour emergency 
contact number, complaints sheets 
& bilingual info pack.

Long term rentals:
* Can be classed as either a habitual 

home or ‘temporada’.

* Are normally with a minimum of 
6 months’ rental, but generally a 
1-year contract, renewable year on 
year up to 5 years duration unless 

classed as ‘temporada’.

* Should have an Energy Efficiency 
Certificate attached to the rental 
contract.

* Do not have to register guests with 
the Guardia.

* Offer reduced level of income but 
more stable.

* Tenant pays a security deposit for 
damages.

There is a lot of talk about contracts under 

one year not being classed as ‘long term’ 
and therefore not being automatically 
extended, but this is a myth. It is the 
content of the contract (ie the wording 
and the clauses written in) that determine 
what type of contract you are signing, not 
simply the duration.

I have over 16 years’ experience in the 
rental sector, covering both types of rental, 
so if  you are looking for advice on renting 
your property, then drop me a note on:
liz@murciasolutions.com or liz@
longtermletspain.com to see how I can 
help.
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This past year has been a time of change 
and being taken far away from what we 
knew as normal. We’ve been through 
lockdowns, travel restrictions, not being 
able to use bars and restaurants and 
much more. We’ve walked around in 
masks and hardly recognised our friends 
and acquaintances. Although things are 
improving, it is going to be quite some 
time before we see any real sense of 
‘normality’ returning and then it may not 
be the ‘normality’ we were expecting.

This article is, of course, about the Church 
and Wellspring Church has seen a 
great deal of change over the past twelve 
months and knows that there is a lot more 
to come. At the beginning of last year 
we sensed God wanted to do something 
different and we started to pray. We 
needed to ask what the ‘new thing’ would 
be. We never suspected that part of the 
‘new thing’ would be dealing with all the 
effects of COVID-19.

This year we were taken to the story of 
Abraham in Genesis chapter 10 onward. In 
Chapter 12 and verse 1 we read:

“The Lord had said to Abraham, 
“Go from your country, your people and 

your father’s household to the land 
I will show you.”

Abraham was pointed in the right direction, 
but the final destination was still held as 
a mystery. The actual place they were 
heading for was still unknown. All he knew 
was that he and all his family had to leave 
the town where he had lived for many 
years. Abraham had a prosperous business 
there and moving would have been quite 
a wrench. For the Church this became a 
challenge.

Moving from a place of comfort and 
security is always hard and you need to 
be certain you’ve got it right. After much 
deliberation and prayer, we decided to take 
God at His word and we did this by taking 
our first step towards God’s promise and 
terminated the lease on our premises in 
Puerto de Mazarrón. 

Where will the new Church be?
Except for being in this area, we have 
no idea! We heard God say move out in 
faith and that is what we have done. All 
the fixtures and fittings pertaining to the 
Church are stored in an underbuild and the 
Church continues to meet online as it has 
done every week since the end of March 
last year.

Twelve months ago none of the members 
of the Church had recorded a sermon, 
spoke at a communion service or led a 
time of worship online. We had to learn… 
fast! Now after twelve months we put out 
a full service for anyone to watch and 
this service is watched on a weekly basis 
in Australia, Canada, Sweden, Denmark 
and the United Kingdom as well as here 
in Spain!

We would like to invite you to join us. It is 
quite easy to find the right page. Just log 
on to www.wellspringvictorychurch.
com and in the right-hand column you 
will see the link to the latest service. The 
service lasts about seventy five minutes.

One of the great advantages of being on 
line is you can watch from the privacy of 
your own home and you won’t feel under 
any pressure. If you enjoy the service you 
can contact us for more information. We 
would also invite you to pray with us that 
God will soon reveal the next step to us 
and that when God speaks we will have 
the wisdom to know His will and have the 
courage to follow.

Megan is a beautiful Boxer girl who was 
found collapsed in a field in Los Cánovas 
near Camposol. She had sores on her back 
and was exhausted. A lovely couple have 
fostered her to get her well and she is now 
ready for the next step of her journey; the 
loving home that she so deserves. Megan 
is approximately 8 years old and is spayed 
and fully vaccinated.

Bubu is approximately two years old. He 
was rescued from a farmer and has now 
been castrated and is up-to-date with his 
vaccinations. If you are interested in giving 

this beautiful 
boy a home 
please contact 
us. 

Maddie was 
found on the 
campo and had 
been roaming 
for a long time. 
She was very 
thin and in 
bad condition, 
but with love, 
decent food 
and care she 
has come on 

a long way. 
Maddie is 2 years old and is now looking 
for a loving home. She has been spayed 
and fully vaccinated.

If you like the look of any of these dogs 
or others from our Facebook page please 
contact Jane on 602 653 639 or email 
janenahoming@gmail.com 

We have a Facebook page NoahsArc 
Mazarron 

Shops
We are always 
looking for 
goods to sell 
in our shops 
to raise funds 
and are really 
grateful for 
your help. 
If you are 
having a 
spring clear 
out, please 
think of the 
dogs and 
puppies in our care.  We will be happy to 
collect any larger items.
Please contact the shops to arrange 
collection:
Camposol 711 016 236
Puerto de Mazarrón 602 624 521

For donations, our PayPal address 
NA1Treasurer@gmail.com

Maddie
Bubu

Megan
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Writing this newsletter in April it is pouring 
with rain, cold and our log burner is roaring 
away. However, I expect when you are 
reading it in May, the Spanish summer will 
be well on the way with lovely warm days 
and long light evenings.

Regular readers will know that we foster 
dogs on a regular basis – our latest two – 
Emi and Ben – have now left us for their 
permanent homes in Italy and Germany 
respectively.  Yes, there were some tears 
when we left them to move on to new 
pastures – two fabulous dogs we had 
rescued which were in awful conditions 
on arrival here, but who both will become 
fabulous pets in their new homes. Friends 
of Mazarron Animals rescue so many 
animals – we will eventually home any 
animal that comes our way – but the 
time between taking it on and finding 
that home is the most difficult for the 
association. Please consider fostering 
– it really is not about your emotions 
when the animal moves on, but about 
giving that animal another chance in 
this world we live in – then having done 
that you can take on another and give it 
its first step.

TV NEWS
The UK satellite system in Spain heads 
into the summer season when the 
signals substantially reduce in the 
run-up to August. We have already seen 
reductions and many channels lost on the 
smaller dish systems with the annual calls 
for help to restore, but there is nothing we 
can do. There are three options:
Get a bigger dish.
Go to internet TV.
Wait until the signals get back to the 
stronger levels of winter in October 
onwards.

We are more than happy to come and 

check/adjust your satellite system for 
maximum signal strength – just 30€ 
for the service - but we cannot promise 
reception of all signals. Not only are the 
satellite signal strengths critical for best 
reception, but dish make/model, LNB 
make/model, feedhorn make/model, cable 
quality and box make/model all come into 
play. Recently we went to a client who was 
struggling with TV reception and who said 
on arrival that their next door neighbour 
was getting every channel. His dish was 
smaller, the LNB was a cheap inferior 
make, the cable was RF quality, (not data 
quality) and his digibox was the worst 
model we have ever seen in our years of 
TV installation in Spain! All this contributed 
to his poorer signal reception - no more 
to say!

Call the experts for advice before 
spending money after reading Facebook 
recommendations!  We ‘hate’ these 
Facebook sites that you ask a question – 
you will get 20 different answers – then 
pick the cheapest and wonder why it does 
not work!  Why would you ask Facebook for 
an answer to a technical question? Surely 
it’s best to ask the experts in the field!  I 
think there is a general misconception 
that the experts will rip you off and sell 
you the most profitable option. Whilst that 

can be true, we don’t think it generally is 
- certainly not with Rainbow Satellites. 
Having been trading here in southern Spain 
for 22 years, we just don’t think we would 
have survived with providing profit-making 
inferior advice. This applies to so many 
legal business who have been here for 
years and supply sound accurate advice, 
be it TV, car repairs, villa management 
or whatever – BUT there will always be 
a Facebook expert happy to give anyone 
absolutely inferior and inaccurate advice!
Hey that’s my soap box for May!

The real way forward with UK TV reception 
is to go Internet – IPTV is the way we will 
all be watching TV in the next few years. 
If you have tried it and failed – many 
have – then try a good managed system – 

(Rainbow Satellites have them) – with 
a good internet supply. These systems 
can provide perfect TV viewing, but the 
‘purchased on the market stall’ system 
with copper cable internet from 20 years 
ago technology just will not provide the 
viewing you require.
Please ask the real experts for 
solutions.
Rainbow Satellites are happy to bring 
you an IPTV system, demonstrate it and 
leave it with you for a week to try and 
assess it with no charge or obligation. 
We can tell you if your internet supply is 
good enough for IPTV or not. We will not 

just sell you a box that won’t work!
Will that other slightly cheaper system 
provider do that?

Rainbow Satellites SL - the company for 
all your TV needs in the Murcia region of 
Spain. Contact us for free friendly advice 
on any TV issue. rainbowsats@gmail.
com
Tel (0034) 686 358 475
www.rainbowsats.org
Find us (and like us!) on Facebook. 
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The Spanish Mastin or Mastín Español 
is a breed of dog from Spain, originally 
bred as a guard dog and whose purpose is 
to be a livestock guardian dog protecting 
flocks. They are a very large and powerful 
dog, similar in appearance to the other 
Mastiff breeds, with a large powerful head 
and a serious and vigilant expression. 
They can weigh in at anything from 40kg-
80kg. They can be any colour, but are most 
typically browns and white, although white 
is not usually dominant.

This dog is more inclined to lumber than 
gallop, but it can move quickly when 
necessary. A long daily walk will be 
sufficient, although it will appreciate a 
fenced area where it can exercise at its 
own rate. They want to be close to you 
at all times and follow you everywhere. 
Unwelcome guests will have absolutely 
no chance of stepping onto your property! 
They will often choose the highest spot 
they can find (such as a small hill, etc.) on 
your property, from which to survey their 
domain for potential danger.

Mastins are generally very tolerant of and 
patient with children, pets and all other 
family members, but must be carefully 
introduced to newcomers.
Most Mastins won’t fully mature until 
around the age of 2.5-3 years. You must 
be patient, yet firm when training this dog. 
They are people pleasers and will pick 
up on commands fairly quickly, but their 
stubbornness can let them down.

Here are two of our gentle giants looking 
for new homes.
 
Adela - Spanish Mastin
Age approx. 2.5 years
Date of arrival - April 2021
 
Adela is a wonderful example of the calm, 
gentle Spanish Mastin. She is a little 

afraid of her surroundings at the moment. 
However, she is starting to enjoy her walks 
with some gentle persuasion. We would 
like to get her a home before she gets too 

used to kennel life.

Cristo - Spanish Mastin
DOB - 26/JUN/17
Date of arrival - December 2019

This beautiful and friendly big boy is a very 
well behaved Spanish Mastin. Cristo is 
calm, docile and good natured, but poor 
Cristo has tested positive to Leishmaniasis 
but his levels are low. The disease is 
managed by a daily tablet. He is good with 
children.

All charities are suffering as we have not 
been able to arrange any of our usual 
fundraising events. However, the dogs keep 
coming and we have to keep doing what we 
do. If you would like to make a donation 

our PayPal address is losinfiernosdogs@
gmail.com and by using the ‘FRIENDS 
AND FAMILY OPTION’ (very important), we 
get the full donation. We accept donations 
in Euros and Sterling. Any donation, no 
matter how small, is greatly appreciated.
 
For details of available dogs contact 
Facebook page Los Infiernos 
Perrera Supporters, or by email 
losinfiernosdogs@gmail.com

Dog walkers are always needed on 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
mornings from 9am-1pm.
  
The greatest fear dogs know is the 
fear that you will not come back when 
you go out the door without them. – 
Stanley Coren
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Is Jesus boring?
Many years ago, there was an academic 
who was inspired to bring together a 
collection of what Jesus said after the 
Resurrection.  He felt it would be a useful 
reference for preachers, Bible teachers 
and theology students.  This he duly did 
and the book was published under the not 
very adventurous title of ‘Sayings of The 
Risen Jesus’.

Unfortunately, this particular gentleman 
went under the name of Mr Eugene Boring, 
so when the book came out in its physical 
form and was placed upon a library shelf, 
the spine actually read ‘Boring Sayings of 
the risen Jesus’. As you might imagine, 
just about every Bible college student 
wanted one just for the craic!

Many centuries beforehand, another man 
collected some sayings of Jesus; his name 
was John and we can read his writings 
in what we have as the fourth gospel 
in the New Testament. However, if we 
read closely and with an open mind, the 
sayings of Jesus are far from boring; in 
fact that can be regarded as somewhat 
controversial.

In particular there are seven times when 
Jesus says “I am…” followed by a symbol, 

image or expression which has been 
carefully chosen to describe something of 
who He is and what He is about.  Each 
one of them is like a precious jewel and 
put together they form a crown fit for the 
King of kings. 

“I am…the Light of the world, the Bread of 
life and the Good Shepherd.”
Perhaps the most controversial of all is 
when Jesus claims to be ‘The Way, the 
Truth and the Life’.

In an age where we like to think all roads 
lead to God, the question we have to 
ask is this: “Is Jesus being accurate or 
arrogant?” If He is being arrogant then He 
is best avoided, but if He is being accurate 
then it gives us something significant to 
think about; not just for ourselves, but 
those we know and love and, indeed, not 
only for this life, but for whatever lies 
beyond the grave.
Maybe there is something in it?

We are open to your queries, questions 
and comments - do get in touch.

If you would like an invitation to a Sunday 
service, then simply use the link below:
www.la.saltchchurch.es/zoom

Kind regards and every blessing

Pastor Andy Neale
Salt Church Los Alcazares 
‘Adding flavour to life.’ 
www.la.saltchurch.es
Follow us on Facebook: @
saltchurchlosalcazares
Watch us on YouTube: Salt Church Los 
Alcazares You Tube

Ministerio de Justicia Numero Registro 
217-SG
Codigo de Identificacion R03004811I
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The following are scheduled in the 
coming weeks, but please check with 
the Tourist Office for confirmation of 
events taking place.

Cartagena
www.cartagena.es
Tel 968 128 800
Market Wed

Exhibition - Tierra Minera Y Cantaora 
by Artist Rosario Gijón @ Subjective 
Room ‘Nicomedes Gómez› of the 
Palacio Consistorial (until May 17th)
The young artist takes a tour of the 
landscape of the Sierra Minera, the 
experiences of the miners themselves 
and the International Festival of Cante de 
las Minas. The main objective has been to 
work with the land, use landscapes and 
capture wisdom and suffering and the risk 
involved in working in the mine, including 
the cause of deaths.
Open
Tues-Fri 10am-1.30pm & 5pm-7pm
Sat 10am-1.30pm & 5pm-8pm
Sun & hols 10am-1.30pm

Saturday 9th May - Cartagena Jonda @ 
Archaeological Museum
The Óscar de los Reyes Dance with Blas 
Martínez and Jesús Corbacho 

Concerts @ El Batel, Cartagena
Sunday 9th May
The Year of Discovery - 6pm 3€
The film by the Murcian director Luis 
López Carrasco, shot in Cartagena 
and starring actors from the region, it is 
undoubtedly the event of the year and 
could not be absent from the 
FICCMOTECA programming . The film has 
a long history of awards and recognitions 
in reference film festivals in various 
countries including France, Greece, South 

Korea, Brazil, Colombia and Mexico. It has 
recently won the ‘Feroz’ award for Best 
Documentary, awarded by the Association 
of Cinematographic Informants. It has 
also received two Goya awards, for ‘Best 
Documentary Film’ and ‘Best Editing’.
Synopsis - Spain, 1992. The Barcelona 
Olympic Games, the Seville Expo and the 
commemoration of the fifth centenary of 
the discovery of America. The country 
proudly presents itself to the international 
community as a modern, developed and 
dynamic nation.  Meanwhile, in Cartagena, 
the increasingly violent protests caused 
by the economic crisis culminated in the 
burning of the regional parliament. 
Tickets and season tickets can be 
purchased at the El Batel Auditorium and 
Nuevo Teatro Circo box office, or for single 
concerts go to www.auditorioelbatel.
es

Friday 28th May
El Matojo de Rosas 7€
This innovative puppet and musical show 
is full of magic. The promoter is the actor 
and director from Cartagena, Adían 
Quiñones, who is firmly committed to the 
theatre being a basic and fundamental 
tool in education.

In its short two-year history, the company 
has been chosen within the PLATEA 2021 
Programme by the INAEM, of the Ministry 
of Culture and Sports, for its show for 
adults Un Atípico Quartero Lrico 
(premiered last year in El Batel).

Nuevo Teatro Circo de Cartagena
Saturday May 15th 
Perfect Strangers 7€
A fun comedy that was taken to the cinema 
in Spain by Álex de la Iglesia, talking 
about how hyper-connected the people 
today and the lack of communication that 
exists with the people who are closest. 

Saturday 5th June
Concert by the Cartagena band Ayoho 
7.30pm

Saturday 26th June
Concert - Mavica presenting her new 
work. 7.30pm

The concerts are part of the special 
programme for the 50th anniversary of the 
theatre, which hosts performances of the 
‘Cartagena is Culture’ project. 

Ramón Alonso Luzzy Cultural Centre
Friday 7th May
An Intimate Conviction, by Antoine 
Raimbault 
Since Nora attended the trial of Jacques 
Viguier, accused of the murder of his wife, 
she has been convinced of his innocence. 
Fearing a judicial error, he convinces a 
lawyer to defend him in a second trial. 
Together they will fight a fierce battle 

against injustice, but as the circle closes 
around Viguier, whom everyone accuses, 
Nora’s search for the truth turns into an 
obsession.

Wednesday 12th May 
Book Presentation
‘Something happens in the world’ by 
Miguel Sánchez Robles

Friday 4th June
The Advertisers of The Company 
Theatre of Delivery
Three advertisers reveal something very 
important to the human race.  Advertisers 
who communicated with other areas of the 
planet through the Krak system, inform 
viewers of everything that is happening in 
real time in different places.

Events at Teatro
Circo Apolo in El Algar
Saturday May 8th 
Malaga actor Miguel Ángel Martín will 
perform with his ‘Monologues Of The 
New Normality’.  Miguel acquired 
great notoriety during the quarantine of 
last March on social networks, where he 
shared his reflections through videos in 
which he recorded himself from home, 
talking about various topics with a touch 
of humour that made him connect with 
his audience. 7.30pm 10€

Tickets from Apolo Theatre website or 
2 hours before the show.  Seats will not 
be assigned when purchased in advance.  
The day before the show, spectators will 
receive their assigned seats by email. 

Online Chess (until 28th May)
‘Chessline Cartagena’; an online chess 
platform that under the slogan ‘Ajedrizate’ 
aims to serve as an educational tool after 
school hours and to stimulate participation 
of schools to set up a Municipal Chess 
League. The approximate cost is 15€.

The online chess platform ‘Chesslang’, 
will enable both monitors and students 
to make video calls with a shared 
chess board, as well as options for 
different types of tournaments, online 
training and many other activities. 
 
There will be group classes of 8-10 with 
specialized platforms to teach chess, 
for one hour a week divided by levels, 
education and age.
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Our Listeners are available on our 
Freephone number 900 525 100 from 
10am-10pm, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year.
All calls are confidential.
If you need to talk then please call us.

Due to a Board of Trustees reshuffle we 
are actively looking to recruit at least 
two further Trustees.  If you would like 
more details of this then please contact 
secretary.spainsams@gmail.com at the 
very earliest opportunity. We are hoping to 
interview in May, ideally in person but via 
Skype/Zoom if necessary.  

If being a Trustee isn’t your thing, but 
you would like to volunteer to become 
either a Listener, Fund Raiser or a Shop 
Volunteer, please visit our website www.
samaritansinspain.com for further 
information.

If you would like to donate to us, 
you can do so on 
PayPal.
Our PayPal account 
is paypal@
samaritansinspain.
com

If you are a business 
owner and would 
like to sponsor us in 
any way, then please 
contact us at pat@
samaritansinspain.
com 

Here is a poem that was sent to us from 
a grateful caller who we were able to help 
just by listening to her:

Magic Magic 
Tell me your story 
Tell me a fairy tale 
Tell me a dream. 

Let me see what’s in the valley. 
Let me see what’s behind the mountains. 

Let me dream of a forgotten world, 
Forgotten beauty to reveal.

 
Right in front of me I see magic, 

I see an art,
A paradise. 
I look sharp, 
I look to see

And I feel infinity.

I feel a peace, 
I feel a new story,

I feel a writing hand, 
Telling a new tale, 
A lovely living tale 
Full of adventure, 

Full of joy, 
Which I have 

To only see all beauty 
Around me  

As thank you to all of you 
Greeting out of the mountains

Serve The Community With Us
We are looking to recruit new members to the Board of Trustees.
All positions are voluntary and unpaid.

We are a charity dedicated to the emotional wellbeing of all English speaking residents of Spain.  Our vision is for a society in which 
fewer people die by suicide, people are able to explore their feelings and people are able to acknowledge and respect the feelings 
of others.

We do this by enabling people of any age who are experiencing feelings of distress or despair, including those who may be at risk 
of suicide, to receive confidential emotional support.  This support is provided by appropriately trained Samaritans via Freephone 
and email between 10am and 10pm, 365 days a year.  We offer this support in order to improve emotional health and to reduce 
the incidence of suicide.

Whether you are already an experienced Trustee or wanting to make that first step to Board level, we would love to hear from you.

We are looking for individuals who are willing and able to devote the necessary time and effort – which could be two half days per 
week, plus Board/Zoom meetings and ad hoc events when possible.

Email secretary.spainsams@gmail.com

The skills we are looking 
for:

•	 Ability to work effectively 
as a member of the team.

•	 Ability to exercise good 
independent judgement.

•	 Strategic vision.

•	 Ability to think creatively.

•	 Adherence to 
principles  of public life:  
selflessness, integrity, 
objectivity, accountability, 
openness, honesty and 
leadership.

Specific to the Trustee role 
responsible for Income 
Generation
Experience of fundraising 
and/or event management:

•	 Willingness to network 
within the local 
community in order to 
secure new funding.

•	 Ability to work to 
financial targets.

Specific to the Trustee role 
responsible for Listener 
Service Delivery:

•	 Experience of 
overseeing large 
teams.

•	 Highly developed 
interpersonal and 
leadership skills.

•	 Experience in end-
to-end customer 
management.

As a Trustee, you can 
expect:

•	 Opportunities to make 
strategic decisions and 
develop new skills.

•	 Influence to shape 
innovative projects.

•	 Debate and discussion 
with like-minded senior 
professionals.

•	 The opportunity to 
make a real difference 
to the English speaking 
ex-pat community.
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RED – Entertainment
ORANGE – Special menus

PURPLE –Market, exhibitions, leisure & meetings

GREEN – Charity & non-profit making events
BLACK – Fiestas & important events

Please refer to the relevant advert or editorial for more details of events

Please note:
The following are subject to COVID 19 restrictions, so it is essential that you contact the 

bar/restaurant, group or organisation to check if the event is still on. 
Events due to be held at The Social Centre, Camposol B will not take place

until the restrictions change.

Every Day Tierra Minera Y Cantaora Exhibition/Artist Rosario Gijón @ Cartagena 
  (until 17th, exc Mon)

Breakfast @ The Diner, Camposol B 9.30am-1.30pm (9.30am-12pm on Sundays)
  Breakfast @ Number 6 by Genoa, Mar Menor Golf, Torre Pacheco 9.30am-11.30am 
  (Weds-Sun)

Breakfast @ Cee Jays, Pto de Mazarrón (exc Mon)
  Breakfast @ The Old Market Tavern, Pto de Mazarrón 10am-2pm (12pm Sun)
  Fish & Chips @ Codfellas, Camposol B (exc Sun)
  Fish & Chips @ The Old Market Tavern, Pto de Mazarrón
  ‘Twisted Tapas’ (Caribbean/Continental inspired) @ Welcome Inn, El Pareton 
  12-5pm (Tues-Sat)

3 Course Menu del Dia @ Quality Indian, Camposol B 9.95€ inc beer/wine or 
soft drink (exc Mon)

  3 Course Menu del Dia @ Piccolo, Camposol B 9.95€ inc drink
3 Course Menu del Dia @ Spice Villa, Camposol B 9.95€ inc drink
3 Course Menu del Dia @ Welcome Inn, El Pareton 10€ inc drink (Tues-Sat) 12-3pm
3 Course Menu del Dia @ The Old Market Tavern, Pto de Mazarrón 10€ inc drink 
(exc Sun)

  4 Course Menu del Dia @ Bocapizza, Pto de Mazarrón 10.90€ (12.90€ Sun)
  Menu del Dia @ Number 6 by Genoa, Mar Menor Golf, Torre Pacheco (Wed-Fri) from 
  12€ incl drink
  Menu del Dia @ La Herradura Argentinian Grill, Cartagena 13.50€ (Tues-Fri)

Earlybird Menu del Noche @ Spice Villa, Camposol B 12.50€pp incl sm drink/btl wine 
between 2 (until 8pm)
3 Course Menu del Noche @ Quality Indian, Camposol B 12.95€ 
3 Course Menu del Noche @ Piccolo, Camposol B 14.90€ inc drink

Every Mon Mazarrón Bay Bridge Club (Competitive Duplicate Bridge) @ Pto de Mazarrón 9.30am
Los Palacios Garden & Community Group Working Party @ Camposol A 9am
Councillor Available (by appointment) @ The Social Centre, Camposol B 10am-12pm

Los Infiernos Perrera Supporters Dog Walking @ San Javier 9am-1pm 
  Andrea’s Animal Rescue Collection @ Car Park, Camposol B 11.30am-1.30pm
  

Every Tue Camposol B Clean Working Party @ Camposol B 8.30-10.30am
Camposol Golf Association Ladies’ Game @ Camposol C 9am
Mazarrón Bowls Club Roll Up Day @ Hacienda del Alamo 10am
Quiz Night @ Cee Jays, Pto de Mazarrón 6pm

  
MAMAS Collection/Book Stall @ Camposol B Car Park 10am-12pm
Age Concern Drop in Centre Open @ The Social Centre, Camposol B 10am-1pm
Making a Difference for Collections @ Camposol A Car Park 10.30am-12pm
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Every Wed Camposol Golf Association Mens’ Game @ Camposol C 8.30am
Camposol C Gardening Group Clean Up @ Camposol C 9am
Mazarrón Bay Bridge Club (Competitive Duplicate Bridge) @ Camposol 9.30am
Councillor Available (by appointment) @ The Social Centre, Camposol B 10am-12pm
Charity Quiz @ The Diner, Camposol B 6€ inc food 1.30pm & 5.30pm
Pilarmonics Music Rehearsals (via Zoom 6.45pm)

Los Infiernos Perrera Supporters Dog Walking @ San Javier 9am-1pm 

Every Thu Mazarrón Bay Bridge Club (Better Bridge) @ Pto de Mazarrón 9.30am
  Solar Light Centre @ Camposol B 10am-2.30pm

Mazarrón Bowls Club Roll Up Day @ Hacienda del Alamo 10am
Los Palacios Gardening/Community Group Bucket Collection @ Camposol A 
10am-12pm
Online Alpha Course with Salt Church, Los Alcazares 3.30pm
Mazarrón AA Group @ Cañada de Gallego 5.30pm (please call first on 646 290 420)

Steak Night @ The Diner, Camposol B

Every Fri Camposol D Community & Gardening Group @ Pto de Mazarrón 9.30am-12pm
Mazarrón Bay Bridge Club (Competitive Duplicate Bridge) @ Camposol 9.30am
Los Palacios Gardening/Community Group Book Stall @ Camposol A 10am-12.30pm
Los Palacios Gardening/Community Group Bucket Collection @ Camposol A Farmacia 
10.30am-11.30am

Fish & Chips @ Welcome Inn, El Pareton 12-3pm
Fish & Chips @ Cee Jays, Pto de Mazarrón

Los Infiernos Perrera Supporters Dog Walking @ San Javier 9am-1pm 
 
Every Sat Brunch @ Number 6 by Genoa, Mar Menor Golf, Torre Pacheco 12-4pm

Los Infiernos Perrera Supporters Dog Walking @ San Javier 9am-1pm 
  Cavalli Foundation Pony Club Morning

Every Sun Solar Light Centre @ El Zoco Market, Benijofar 9am-2pm

Sunday Roast @ The Diner, Camposol B 8.50€ 2 courses/10€ 3 courses
3 Course Sunday Roast @ Welcome Inn, El Pareton 10€ 12-3pm

  3 Course Sunday Roast @ The Old Market Tavern, Pto de Mazarrón 11€ inc 
  drink 12-8pm
  Sunday Lunch @ Number 6 by Genoa, Mar Menor Golf Resort, Torre Pacheco from 
  15€ 1-6pm

MAY

Saturday 1 Dia del Trabajo (Labour Day)

Fiestas del Barrio de San José Obrero, Alcantarilla
Cruces de Mayo, Alicante (until 3rd)

Friend of Mazarrón Animals Pop Up Market @ Pto de Mazarrón

Sunday 2 Spanish Mother’s Day

Portuguese F1 
Mazarrón FC v UD Los Garres (home)

Monday 3 Santisima y Vera Cruz, Caravaca de la Cruz
  Santa Cruz, Abanilla and Ulea
  Los Mayos, Alhama de Murcia
  Fiestas de la Santa Cruz en El Estrecho, Fuente Álamo

Tuesday 4 Monthly ‘B’ Clean Meeting @ Camposol B 4pm

Wednesday 5 Making a Difference AGM 12pm

Friday 7 Theatre Performance - An Intimate Conviction @ Cartagena

  MABS Murcia NW Outdoor Market Stall @ Calle Segura, Calasparra 9am-1pm

Saturday 8 Theatre Performance - Monologues Of The New Normality @ El Algar, Cartagena 10€ 7.30pm

Age Concern VE Day Lunch Celebration @ Mazarròn 15€
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LOCATION RESTAURANT T Y P I C A L 
TAKEAWAY FOOD

TEL NO T A K E A W A Y 
HOURS

DELIVERY HOURS

Camposol B Codfellas Fish& Chips etc. 634374491 Mon-Sat 1-9pm Mon-Sat 3.30-7pm

Camposol B Piccolo International 968131515 1-3:30 pm and 5:30 
-9pm

1-3:30 pm and 5:30 
-9pm

Camposol B Quality Indian 968199198 12-3.30pm 
(exc Mon) and 
5.30-11pm

12-3.30pm 
(exc Mon) and 
5.30-11pm

Camposol B Spice Villa Indian 968199238 1-3:30 pm and 
5:30 -9pm

1-3:30pm 
and 5:30-9pm

Camposool B The Diner Mixed Platters/Fish 
& Chips

634325388 Mon-Fri 1-6pm no delivery

Camposol B The Grove M e d i t e r r a n e a n /
International

692342859 Tues-Sat 12-3pm 
and 5-8pm

no delivery

Cartagena/La Palma La Herradura Argentinian Grill 656264514 tue-Sun 1pm-4pm 
and Fri-Sat also 
8:30 pm - 10:30 pm

no delivery

El Pareton The Welcome Inn Traditional British 603373233 Tue-Sun 11 am-7pm no delivery

Pto de Mazarrón BocaPizza International 968154004 12-11pm 12pm -midnight

Pto de Mazarrón Cee Jays Cafe Bar F&C, Breakfast, 
Tapas etc

659485646 Tue-Sun 10am-8pm no delivery

Pto de Mazarrón Gran Mundo Wok Asian 968595388 11:30am-4:30pm 
and 6:30-11pm

11:30am-4:30pm 
and 6:30-11pm

Pto de Mazarrón The Old Market 
Tavern

British 968154330 10am-9pm no delivery

Torre Pacheco (Mar 
Menor Golf)

Number 6 by 
Genoa

International/British 722649365 Weds-Sun 12-10pm no delivery

RESTAURANT AND TAKE AWAY GUIDE

Sunday 9 Spanish F1- Barcelona
Mazarrón FC v UCAM Murcia B (away)

  Film - The Year of Discovery @ Cartagena 3€ 6pm
Monday 10 Los Amigos Golf Society Competition

Wednesday 12 General Meeting of Sailing Association Mar Menor @ Los Narejos 11am
Welcome House Card Crafting Class @ Cehegín 11am
Book Presentation – ‘Something happens in the world’ @ Cartagena

Saturday 15 San Isidro, Yecla/Fortuna/Mula
Artisan Market @ Paseo de las Comunidades Autónomos, Pto de Mazarrón 10am-2pm
Perfect Strangers (Comedy) @ Cartagena 7€

  British Sandwich Week (until 22nd May)

Sunday 16 ‘Ruta del Ferrocarril’ (Railway Route) with Aguilas Tourist Information Centre
  Open Door ‘The Resurrection’ with Christianity Explored on Zoom 11am
  Mazarrón FC v CD Bullense (home)

Friday 21 MABS Murcia NW Outdoor Market Stall @ Calle Segura, Calasparra 9am-1pm

Sunday 23 Monaco F1

Monday 24 Fiestas de Mayo, Alcantarilla

  French Open Tennis (until 13th June)

Tuesday 25 Corpus Christi y Virgen de la Salud,  Archena

Thursday 27 Fuente Old Guards Golf Society Competition

Friday 28 El Matojo de Rosas 7 Musical Puppet Show @ Cartagena 7€

JUNE

Tuesday 1 Fiestas Trinitario-Berberiscas, Torre Pacheco
Monthly ‘B’ Clean Meeting @ Camposol B 4pm

Saturday 5 Concert by the Cartagena band Ayoho @ Cartagena 7.30pm
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Our Easter Camp was great fun!  Everyone 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves despite the 
unsettled weather conditions.  The week 
before Easter we had a group of twelve 
kids, ages from 4/12 years taking part in a 
varied selection of their favourite activities.  
It’s amazing to see them all mucking in, 
using their imagination and doing things 
together.  All the kids like taking care of the 
animals, feeding them, healing cuts and 
scrapes or even treating allergic reactions.  
Of course they ride, or they do long-reining 
or vaulting and they take the horses out 
for walks in the country - the animal world 
is full of adventure and excitement. 

Poor Mocca has been diagnosed with a 
cancerous growth. Her life has been one 
operation after the next.  We’re still waiting 
on the vet’s verdict as to treatment.  In the 
meantime she doesn’t miss an opportunity 
to play with the kids, run and fetch the 
ball, or just chase around the arena with 
the other dogs.

India has 
made a 
f a n t a s t i c 
improvement 
after her 
t r e a t m e n t 
with Bach 
Flowers and 
a respiratory 
inhaler.  She’s 
a vitally 
i m p o r t a n t 
m e m b e r 
of the 
therapeut ic 
team and her 
work with 
the smaller 
children is 
i n v a l u a b l e 
since Magic 
left us, so 
well done 
India!  A huge vote of thanks to all your 
super sponsors.

At last Cavalli Foundation Volunteers’ 
Course has come to an end.  This course, 
sponsored by Alhama Council, has given 
valuable training to 12 young ladies who 
are now ready to offer their services as 
voluntary veterinary auxiliaries, in therapy 
sessions, or as volunteers with animal 
rescue entities.

Very soon we will be adding a brand new 
section to our website, a Blog starring 
Nevado, the cockerel who lost his voice.  
He will be telling his readers all about his 
life at Cavalli Ranch, news about his 
book and his many adventures that you’ll 
discover as soon as his Blog hits the road.

For information about our activities 
keep your eyes on our website www.
cavallifoundation.org, on our Facebook 
page and Instagram or you can Whatsapp 
or call us on 0034 636 172 198
Email info@cavallifoundation.org 

If you would like to donate to Cavalli 
Foundation via bank transfer:
ES26 1491 0001 2720 5929 3726
Swift code - TRIOESMMXXX.

Visit our website or Facebook page and 
press on the ‘donate’ button for Paypal 
or make a telephone donation via Bizum 
636172198

Please contact us if you would like to be a 
Cavalli Foundation volunteer.  We and all 
the animals would be very grateful for your 
help and generosity.

India Having Her Respiratory 
Treatment

Ian Overseeing Mocca’s Visit To The Vet

Easter Camp
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Despite a mixed series of results in March, 
Mazarrón FC managed to finish the first 
stage of the league season in 6th place in 
their group of 11 teams and qualify for the 
first stage of the play-off games to decide 
which league the teams will play in for the 
2021/22 season.

The Murcia Group of the Tercera Division 
was divided into two groups of 11 teams 
for the first part of the season. The teams 
finishing in the top six in each group 
will now definitely play in the Tercera 
Division RFEF next season unless they 
achieve promotion. The teams finishing in 
the first three in each group (6 in total) will 
enter a play-off for two places in the newly 
formed Segunda B RFEF Division. Points 
gained in the first stage of the season will 
be carried forward and each team will play 
games home and away against the teams 
in the other group in which they did not 
participate (six games in all). The four 
teams that do not automatically qualify for 
Segunda Division RFEF with then go into 
a final play off for one place in the new 
league. The teams finishing 4th, 5th and 6th 
in each group will then play off in a similar 
fashion against the 4th, 5th, and 6th teams in 
the other group. Points gained in the first 
stage of the season will carry forward and 
each team will play home and away games 
against the teams in the other group in 
which they did not participate (six games 
in all). The top two teams in this group will 
then qualify for the play-offs for the final 
place in the new Segunda Division RFEF 
with the four teams who did not qualify 
from the teams who finished the first half 
of the season in the top three position. 
The remaining teams who did not qualify 
for the promotion play-offs above will play 
against each other to determine which 
teams stay in the Tercera Division and 
which will be relegated to the Preferente 
Autonomica. Complicated?? Yes, only in 
Spain!!!

In their six games in the initial play-off 
stage Mazarrón had to make up a deficit 
of six points to finish in the top two and 
qualify for the final play-off games, so 

it was vital to get off to a good start in 
the first game, away to UD Los Garres. 
With just 13 minutes left, the score was 
2-0 to Los Garres, but Mazarrón scored 
twice in the last few minutes and went 
into stoppage time level. However, a 93rd 
minute goal gave the home team a narrow 
victory and further dented Mazarrón’s 
promotion hopes. 

With the ban on spectators lifted, a limited 
number of spectators are now allowed back 
in to watch the game, with season ticket 
holders guaranteed priority and with strict 
safety protocols in place. This situation 
continues at present and supporters need 
to register at the entrance to the ground 
at least 30 minutes prior to kick off time 
and avoid crowding. ID should be shown, 
(passport or driving licence) and supporters 
must leave one seat free either side of them. 
Spectators must remain seated at all times 
and refrain from using the toilet facilities 
unless absolutely necessary, use the hand 
sanitisers provided and masks must be 
worn at all times. Your temperature will 
be taken (maximum 37.5ºC). No eating 
or drinking of any kind is allowed except 
for water and no smoking. Keep a safe 
distance of at least 1.5 metres at all times.

With regard to away travel, allocation 
seats to visiting supporters is subject to 
ground conditions and reduced capacity. 
Anyone wishing to travel to away games 
should contact Barbara by email on 
pamada.1130@yahoo.co.uk on the 
Thursday before the away game. The 
names will be passed to the Mazarrón FC 
President who will contact the President of 
the other club to see if he can organise the 
necessary tickets. This procedure should 
guarantee admission and save a wasted 
journey. Obviously, some grounds with 
very small capacities may not be able to 
accommodate visiting supporters, but we 
will keep our members fully informed. 
If tickets are available, travel will be in 
private cars until coach travel becomes 
feasible.

Full details of all games, dates, venue and 
kick off times will be advertised in the local 
media, on www.mazarronfc.com or 
Facebook fb.me/mazarron2016  

Forthcoming fixtures:
Sunday 2nd May - UD Los Garres - home
Sunday 9th May - UCAM Murcia ‘B’ - away
Sunday 16th May - CD Bullense - home

Los Amigos membership renewals will be 
accepted from the 1st August. Membership 
is 20€ and includes discounts on all Los 
Amigos activities for the member and a 
partner. Our Thursday weekly meetings 
will resume as soon as it is possible.
Please email pamada.1130@yahoo.
co.uk for a membership application form.

It is planned to hold the postponed AGM 
in June and also to organise some social 
events as soon as the situation allows.

Plans are 
in hand 
to stage 
the twice 
postponed 
Golf Day 
& Gala 
D i n n e r 
in March 
next year. 
MC Gary 
M a r s h a l l , 
c o m e d i a n 
Lea Roberts 
and ex-
f o o t b a l l 
J o h n 
Beresford have all confirmed that they will 
be available. Tickets will be re-issued to 
those who have already purchased them. 
Anyone wishing to have a refund can do 
so when the current regulations allow by 
emailing salterkb@hotmail.com 

2018 Gala Dinner

Simpara in action against Los Garres

Lea Roberts

Team v UD Los Garres
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Our game for March was on the 25th and 
32 members of Fuente Old Guard  made 
their way to the coastal golf resort of La 
Serena.

La Serena is always a tricky course to 
navigate with water in play on most of the 
holes, but not on this occasion for Roger 
Olorenshaw who came in as Overall Winner 
with 39 points scored on his card. This 
score also gave  Roger top spot in Division 
Two, with Richard Dixon a close second 
with 35 points.

In Division One Gerry McRobert was again 
ahead of the rest with 36 points scored, 
followed in second place, by Cameron 
Dickie with 28 points.

Meanwhile in Division Three there was 
only three points separating the top six 
players with Dave May just ahead on 
countback from Derek Hayward, both with 
22 points scored.

Nearest The Pin winners were Dave 
Mitchell, Mark Palmer, Gerry McRobert and  
Gary Ahearne with the Two‘s Pot won, with 

a very long putt, by Dave Gautier.

Our next game is on May 27th at the local 
course of Club De Golf Camposol. Should 
anyone wish to know more about FOGGS, 
please contact us by email at info@
fuenteoldguardgolfsociety.com      

Dave May

Division two winner ROGER OLORENSHAW 
with PETER

GERRY MCROBERT with captain PETER KIRKE

Winner of division three DAVE MAY

A Snow Bird’s Swan Song!
Getting sunny days to play our 
Championship finals was a bonus as it was 
the last opportunity this season to have 
all the finalists available to play, as the 90 
day Brexit rule meant two finalists, who 
between them were in seven of nine finals, 
had to go home to the UK not knowing 
when they will return due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Shaun Armstrong, playing in his first 
bowling championship finals, won Men’s 
Triples with Clive Hoyal and Jim Coughlan; 
a great achievement and boost for a new 
bowler.

Gillian Morris and Helen Chambers won 
Ladies’ Pairs making it their third time 
winning this title together, but they will be 
unable to go forward to the LLB Champion 
of Champions 2021 in April as it has 
been cancelled due to COVID-19. It was 
cancelled last year for the same reason 

which means 
that Gillian 
and Helen’s 
Champion 
o f 
Champions 
L a d i e s ’ 
Pairs 2019 
win remains 
undefeated.
M a z a r r ó n 
B o w l s 
Club has 
made the 
decision not 
to enter a 
team into the LLB 2021/22 Southern 
Triples League which means our mascot 
octopuses will not be venturing away to 
other clubs later this year.

The club has not been able to hold many 
events and competitions lately to raise 
money for MABS our chosen charity, but 
funds have been boosted with wrong bias 

being played.  A bowler donates 1€ for 
bowling a wood with the bias on the wrong 
side, causing the wood to curve the wrong 
way and end up on an adjacent rink!  The 
results of the MABS Trophy Competition 
held at the end of April can found on the 
Mazarrón Bowls Club Facebook page.

If you would like to try a new sport in 2021 
or wish to play bowls again, please give 
Harry our secretary a ring on 619 349 671. 
He will have all the up to-date COVID-19 
protocol and information regarding our 
roll-ups on Tuesdays and Thursdays held 
at Hacienda del Alamo.  Our website is 
www.mazarronbowlsclub.com 

Sadly, mainly due to COVID-19 and Brexit, 
this is my ‘swan song’ reporting on behalf 
of Mazarrón Bowls Club for the Costa 
Cálida Chronicle; a great magazine 
to read, full of local news, events and 
information.

Members will be able to post club news, 
events and photos on the Mazarrón 
Bowls Club Facebook page for readers to 
view.  

Helen Chambers

Clive Hoyal, Jim Coughlan and Shaun 
Armstrong Men’s Triples 2021

MBC mascots

Gillian Morris and Helen 
Chambers Ladies Pairs 2021
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Venue – Roda Golf
Wednesday 31st March
 
 
The venue for SDTM’s March meeting was 
Roda Golf near Los Alcazares. We had a 
good turn out with 24 players taking part. 
The course was in good condition, but the 
greens took a bit of getting used to as they 
had just been treated, so were running a 
bit slow. That, along with a gale blowing in 
off the Mar Menor, made for a testing but 
none the less enjoyable round of golf and 
the scores reflected this.

As usual we 
played in 2 
sections – 
those with 
a handicap 
mark of 
below 25 in 
Section A 
and those 
above in 
Section B.
The winner 
of Section A 
was Steve 
C a r t e r , 
scoring 27 
points, with 
3 further 
p l a y e r s , 
Mark Bexon, Dave Wainwright and Jim 
Niblo finishing with 26 points, and on count 
back.
2nd place was taken by Mark Bexon.

In Section B the winner was Pete Smithson 
who returned a score of 31 points, with 
Roy Alderslade and Mike Renshaw close 
behind on 29 points each, again on count 
back.
Roy Alderslade was declared in 2nd place.
 

As previously mentioned, the wind made 
for difficult conditions and this was proved 
by the nearest the pin competitions. Dave 
Wainwright was the only person to get 
on the green at the 7th hole and nobody 
managed it at the 11th hole.
 
Our April 
outing was 
at Lorca 
Golf Club on 
T h u r s d a y 
29th April.
If any 
golfers out 
there would 
like to join 
S t r a i g h t 
Down the 
Middle Golf 
S o c i e t y , 
you will be 
made very 
w e l c o m e ! 
P l e a s e 
contact Jim Niblo at sdtmsec@gmail.com
 
Wyn Griffiths
Handicap Secretary

R Alderslade Runner up 
Section B

D Wainwright Winner Nearest 
Pin Hole 7

S Carter Winner Section A

After a couple of COVID cancellations, 
Los Amigos GS were able to resume 
their monthly competition schedule with 
a relatively short run out to Lorca Golf 
Club. The weather was very kind to us 
with probably the best weather of the 
year. Temperatures in the high 20’s with 
just a few clouds around to, overall, make 
it a very pleasant day out. Generally, the 
course was in very good condition and the 
greens were excellent; so, all was in place 
for a good game of golf. 

Our competition format for this event 
was a Pinehurst with four players in 
each team. Attendance at this particular 
competition was rather low. However that 
did not deter us from having a good day 
out, with entertainment provided by a 
following group.

Lorca is currently a very popular venue, 
becoming quite crowded at times and, 
quite naturally, this can often lead to slow 

play being experienced by all.

On the PAR 3 hole 10, Roy Quigley drove 
off and watched as his ball flew towards 
the pin. At this point his wallet was getting 
very nervous; the ball landed just in front 
of the pin then, narrowly avoiding the hole, 
rolled to a stop. It was extremely close to 
being an expensive drive!
    
Results:
1st with 
149 points; 
S a n d y 
Bayne, Roy 
Q u i g l e y , 
Les Jales 
and Ron 
Johnston.
2nd with 139 
points; Harry 
Pearson, Ian 
R o b i n s o n , 
A r t h u r 
A n t h o n e y 
and Dave 
Lynch.
3rd with 135 
points; Gordon Nielson, Eddie Harrison, 
Dave Gautier (G) and John Salter (G).
4th with 125 points; Chris Jowett, Fred 
Harvey, Nigel Harding and Marshall Shields.

Nearest the Pin: All PAR 3’s were 

included, but for some reason we all chose 
to avoid holes 6 and 12. Was it due to 
sudden gale force headwinds? No!
Hole 4 - 3 metres 30 cms - John Salter.
Hole 8 - 10 metres 35 cms - Eddie Harrison.
Hole 10 - 65 cms - Roy Quigley.

NTP Hole 8. Eddie Harrison

The Winning Team.
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Club de Golf March Competition
Tuesday 23rd March was the third Club de 
Golf Stableford Competition of the year 
and we had an excellent turn-out of 67 
players, which is the highest so far this year. 
The event was sponsored by Golden Leaves, 
which allowed us to pay prize money to the 
first 5 players in each division. Despite it 
being a fine day for golf, the scores were on 
the low side, with no-one playing to their 
handicap! 
El martes pasado fue la tercera competición 
del Club de Golf Stableford del año 
y tuvimos una excelente salida de 67 
jugadores, que es la más alta en lo que va de 
año. El evento fue patrocinado por Golden 
Leaves, lo que nos permitió pagar el dinero 
del premio a los primeros 5 jugadores de 
cada división. A pesar de ser un buen día 
para el golf, las puntuaciones estaban bajo, 
sin nadie jugando a su hándicap! 

Prize winners - Los ganadores son los 
siguientes:-
Division 1 
1st - Garry Powell
2nd - Vron Porter
3rd - Dave Mitchell    
4th - Colin Reid     
5th - Irene Langley 

Division 2 
1st - Steve Carter    
2nd - Steve Lane    
3rd - Tony Hinkley    
4th - Maura Parsons    
5th - John Price 

Nearest the Pins - Mas cerca de las 
banderas: 
3rd - Martin Radwell    
5th - Mal Lee    
11th - Pam Andrew    
13th - Dennis Jones 

We took a moment to remember those 
golfers who have passed away since the 
opening of Camposol Golf Club, with 
special mention being made of Ken Barass 
who had suffered a heart attack and died 
the previous Sunday. 
Nos tomamos un momento para recordar a 
aquellos golfistas que han fallecido desde 
la apertura del Camposol Golf Club, con 
mención especial de Ken Barass que había 
sufrido un infarto y murió el domingo 
anterior. 

After the competition and before the 
presentation, I was able to have my Drive-
in as Captain 2021 and am grateful for the 
€50 raised for the Captain’s Charity. Garry 
Powell kindly donated his winnings to the 
same cause, bringing the total so far to 
€100. Thank you to all who supported me.
 
Keith Halliwell
Captain

CGA Men’s Wednesday Group - 24th 
March
Results for this month’s Texas Scramble:
1st - B Purkis, D Bunn & M Lewis - 67.7
2nd - D Smith, P Cooke & P Coulstock - 68.3

3rd - D Hopkins, T Colvin & K Halliwell - 69
Other notable scores - 69.4 - 70.1 - 70.2 - 
70.5 - 71

Mens’ Wednesday Group Comp - 31st 
March
Ron Moss Memorial Trophy
T h i s 
c ompe t i t i on 
has been 
r u n n i n g 
a n n u a l l y 
for almost 
17 years; 
always well 
s u p p o r t e d .  
The conditions 
were quite 
testing; the 
last 3 holes 
once again in 
to a testing 
breeze.

Results:
Division 1
With an excellent 36 points and now the 
holder of Ron Moss Memorial Trophy, 
congratulations to C Reid
2nd - D Watts 34 pts
3rd - N Smith 33 pts.

Division 2 
1st - C Porter - 33 pts
2nd - T Hinkley - 31 pts
3rd - G Davies – 29pts

There were three 2s:
 P Coulstock and C. Reid who scored two 2s.

Thanks to J Layland who did a great job 
today at the presentation and once again 
well done to all winners.

Eugene Toye
CGA Men’s Competition’s Secretary

Ron Moss was the CGA’s President and 
Captain for some time and the trophy 
has been played for annually.  When Ron 
stopped playing golf through ill health he 
presented the trophy to the CGA.  Ron has 
sadly passed on, but he has left behind a 
wealth of memories and what better way 
of remembering him than by playing for his 
trophy!

CGA Ladies’ Tuesday Group - Tuesday 
30th March 
20 ladies turned out for their Easter 
Ladies’ Fun Day & Lunch.  Although the 
day was fine and dry, strong gusty breezes 
made it a challenge.  The format was Texas 
Scramble and 5 teams battled for the 
prizes as well as enjoying a celebration on 
the 13th tee with some lovely refreshment 
provided by Angela in celebration of her 
birthday. After golf we all sat down to 
enjoy a delicious meal with wine & cheese 
& biscuits. Many thanks go to Stuart, Pete 
and the Golf Club staff for doing us proud. 
Our Captain, Keith Halliwell came to present 
the prizes once the cards were all checked 
by Clive Porter.  Thanks to both of them.

Results:
1st - Debbie Murray, Pam Andrew, Hayley 
Barker & Patsy Wilkins (64.5)
2nd - Alison Vasey, Angela Pendlebury, Paqui 
Martinez & Liz Bunn (67.4)
3rd - Veronica Porter, Henriette Reckweg, 
Sue Brew & Debbie McLachlan
4th - Irene Langley, Siny Van Sluijters, 
Maura Parsons & Pat Oakes (70.6)
5th - Annie Busch, Teresa Pickersgill, Susan 
Lyons & Jennifer Rowlands   

Nearest the Pins:
3rd Paqui Martinez (Sponsored by Monday 
Mayhem Group)
5th Alison Vasey (Sponsored by Degsy)
11th Liz Bunn (Sponsored by The Captain, 
Pam & Trevor Andrew)
13th Pat Oakes (Sponsored by The Sprightly 
Crew)
Grateful thanks to all the Sponsors and 
especially to Irene Langley for organising a 
lovely day.

Debbie McLachlan

Camposol Golf Association AGM
Unfortunately this has been postponed 
indefinitely until it is safe to gather in 
numbers. 

Enjoy your golfing & take care and stay 
safe.

Betty Roberts

Winners Ladies Day

Second Team Ladies Day

Colin Reid Winner Ron Moss 
Trophy
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Gulf Air Bahrain GP Sakhir round 1 – 
Sunday 28th March
Bahrain International circuit 57 laps 
Lap record still at 1m 31.447s held by 
P. de la Rosa (2005).
It is the first time this circuit has been the 
season opener, although it was scheduled 
for that in 2011 until the race was cancelled 
due to civil unrest in the country. Last 
year the race was won by Ham from pole 
position with Ver & Alb joining him on the 
podium. 

FP1 started with the temperature at 34ºC. 
It was a fairly calm session with a few 
of spins & offs and the drivers getting to 
grips with their cars again. FP2 with the 
floodlights on saw Maz spun off causing 
yellow flags. Räi clipped the barriers and 
broke his nose cone. More spins & offs and 
quite a few times deleted for exceeding 
track limits at turn 4. FP3 saw Lec have a 
minor spin. Vet lost some bodywork off his 
AMR21. Ver, Ham, Gas, Bot & Per made 
up the top five.

Q1 started under floodlights with the 
temperature down to 35ºC. Out went both 
Haas cars along with Vet, Lat & Oco. Q2 
was another trouble free session but with 
quite a few times deleted for exceeding 
track limits at turn 4, but out went both 
Alfa Romeo cars along with Rus, Tsu & 
Per. Q3 was the usual fast and furious 12 
minutes. Ver, Ham, Bot, Lec, Gas, Ric, 
Nor, Sai, Alo & Str made up the top ten. 
Vet was handed a 5 place grid penalty & 3 
points on his licence for ignoring the yellow 
flags in Q1.

Race day was cooler with the temperature 
at 21ºC. Per stopped on the warm-up 
lap causing the start to be aborted and a 
second warm-up lap. Per started from the 
pit lane. There were a lot of scraps in the 
midfield and towards the back with some 
drivers going off. Maz spun off and crashed 
into the barrier at turn 3 - a short race 
for the Russian on his F1 debut! Safety 
car deployed for 2 laps. Ric & Gas came 
together with the latter breaking his front 
wing - long pit stop for him. Sai & Str 
also clashed spreading red bodywork over 
the circuit - VSC. The pit stops started at 
the end of lap 11 causing a lot of position 
changes. Alo was the first to retire on lap 
32 with a brake problem. Vet clipped the 
back of Oco breaking his front wing, losing 
places and suffering with the bad team 
decision to do a one-stop strategy. Lat 
returned to the garage with a boost leak 
followed by Gas still suffering with damage 
from his incident earlier. Bot made a very 
late pit stop on lap 54 to get the fastest 
lap taking a point away from Ver & RBR. 
A really fierce battle at the end between 
Ham & Ver making it a good ending to 
the first race of the season. Ham won with 
Ver & Bot joining him on the podium. Vet 
finished 15th, having a 10 sec penalty and 
another 2 points on his licence. Bot posted 
the fastest lap of 1m 32.090s on lap 56. 
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BOXED CLASSIFIEDS - 10€
To Place a Boxed Advert:

Please email costacalidachronicle@
gmail.,com putting boxed classified 
advert in the subject box. 

Alternatively you can call us on 619 199 
407 or call in to our office
Tuesdays 10am-2pm
Wednesdays 1.30-5.30pm
Thursdays 10am-2pm (by appointment 
only on Thursdays)

To Place a Classified Advert on the
website:
Click on Classifieds on the menu bar on our 
website
www.costacalidachronicle.com

Boggle Answers:
9 Letter Word is WALLPAPER

EARLAP

AREAL

LAPEL

PALER

PAPAL

PAPAW

PAPER

PEARL

AREA

EARL

LEAL

LEAP

LEAR

PALE

PALP

PAPA

PARA

PARE

PEAL

PEAR

PREP

RAPE

REAL

REAP

WALE

WARE

WARP

WRAP

ALE

ALP

APE

ARE

EAR

ERA

LAP

LAW

LEA

PAL

PAP

PAR

PAW

PEA

PER

RAP

RAW

REP

WAR

CLASSIFIEDS

Volunteers made welcome at “B”
Clean Gardening Group Contact

us via Facebook page “B Clean”
Community Gardening or by 

email bcleangardening@gmail.com. 
Help us make a difference.

WANTED all types of tools. 
Antiques, Collectables, & Vinyl records. 

TEL:626 421 623 
pauljessop@hotmail.com
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W h o o p i e 
is in need 
of a new 
home after 
her owner 
sadly passed 
away. She 
is 14 years 
old and 
has a heart 
m u r m u r 
so needs a 
tablet a day 
to maintain 
t h i s . 
W h o o p i e 
is chipped, 

vaccinated, sterilised and good with other 
dogs. 

B l o s s o m 
is around 9 
years old. She 
is a German 
Shepherd cross 
and is chipped, 
vaccinated and 
sterilised. She is 
quite shy when 
meeting new 
people but soon 
comes out of 
her shell. 

Brewer is a 
Rottweiler/
G e r m a n 
S h e p h e r d 
cross, age 
12 years. 
He doesn’t 
know why 
his owner 
s u d d e n l y 
went away 
and never 
returned to 
collect him. 

He is a really good and gentle 25 kilo 
male dog. He loves to play with his toys, 
obeys commands and is currently in a 
foster home with another dog and a cat. 
Brewer is neutered and has a microchip. 

We have 4 new born kittens that will be 
looking for forever homes at the end of 
May. They are still with their mum and are 
in excellent health. 

Please call 645 469 253 for more 
information on any of the above pets.
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Page numbers are in black

Accountants:
Corral & Alcaraz (64) 968 078 754
Legal View (47)  968 332 058

Airport Parking:
Airpark Murcia (31)  618 806 989

Architects:
AticMur Architect (Eduardo) (42) 
   684 317 999
Martinez de la Casa (9) 665 810 411

Bars, Cafés & Restaurants:
Cafeteria Plaza (44)  968 705 406
La Herradura Restaurante (59) 
   656 264 514
Restaurante Gran Mundo (49) 
   968 595 388

Blinds - Repairs & Made to 
Measure 
Brian Jones (15)  646 705 021
Curtain Call (24) 616 240 171

Builders/Building Services:
Alan Eustace (Dehumidification 
Service) (29)   609 265 899
C & G Fabrications (21) 966 764 730
Camposol Aluminium (23/51) 
   686 733 844
Casa Pro (25/50)  680 326 817
Colour Glass Window Tint (13) 
   695 768 134
Handyman Builder (28) 602 643 436
Kevin’s Flyscreens (45) 650 662 579
MT Plastering (22)  655 928 125
Rhys Brightman (6/52) 659 328 439
T&N Building & Property Maintenance 
(22)    641 942 407
Woodworks Direct (26) 684 410 324

Car Hire:
Bolnuevo Cars (14)  968 150 979

Cars Sales / Mechanics / 
Services/ Spares:
Car Registrations Spain (5/52) 
   711 001 721
Car Solutions Mar Menor SL (2/52)  
   868 990 576
El Valle Autodesguace (69) 
   968 630 600
Ken Sherwood Mechanic (69) 
   679 646 859
Kwik Fix (41/50)  634 317 310
Mobile Car Mechanic Peter (47) 
   666 161 129
Specialist Vehicles SL (71) 
   968 146 158

Cleaning:
Camposol Cleaning Co (23/50) 
   711 030 595
Oven Cleaning Specialist (26) 
   635 750 752
Rosy’s Cleaning Services (26/51) 
   680 588 377

Computer Repairs / Sales / 
Servicing:
Alex Woods (30/52)  696 667 182
Locomurcia (73)  671 682 579
The Tech Shop (8)  965 058 499

Dentists:
Clinica Dental Dr Olivier Houdusse 
(67)    968 153 645
Indent Dentist (Fuente Alamo) (16)  
   968 596 306
LG Dental (16)   968 186 660

Electricians & Electricals
Evergreen Electrica (9/50) 
   951 773 477
Louis Harris (39)  619 712 821
MultiServicios (6/51)  618 783 709
Professional Electrician (30) 
   680 588 377
TJ Electricals (13/51)  868 181 121

Entertainment:
Harlequin Rock Choir (48)
   654 411 974
Spangles (61) 
                   info@spangleschorus.com
XLR Radio (10)    www.xlrradio.co.uk

Equipment Hire:
Bolnuevo Cars (14) 968 150 979

Finance:
Blacktower Financial Management 
(31)

Office   968 187 331
Keith   657 684 094

Currencies Direct (49)  968 976 383

Funeral Plans:
ASSSA (17)

Los Alcazares  968 574 459
Pto de Mazarrón  968 153 396

English Funeral Director (21) 
   650 631 719
Ibex Insurance (39) 968 595 945
Richardson Insurance Liberty Seguros 
(28/51)   669 046 167

Furniture:
DFS (57) 968 334 194
Furniture Plus (51/75)  968 153 907

Gardening:
Anchor Landscapes (24) 
   622 648 038
Garden Center 2003 (22/50) 
   626 957 599
Garden Boutique (23/51) 
   669 565 402
Jardineria El Milagro (22/52) 
   605 778 351
Rosy’s (26/51) 680 588 377
Watermaid (45) 646 705 088

Hairdressers & Barbers:
The Loft Hair & Beauty Salon (17) 
   617 646 147  
The Salon & Salon 2 (17/51) 
   691 916 717

Top2Toe (19/52)  711 025 016

Health & Beauty:
Cambridge 1:1 Diet (16) 
   673 162 695
Healthy H20 (21)  666 302 987
The Loft Hair & Beauty Salon (17) 
   617 646 147  
The Salon & Salon 2 (17/51) 
   691 916 717
Top2Toe (19/52)  711 025 016

Heating & Aircon:
Camposol Heating & Maintenance (37) 
   968 199 184
Louis Harris (39) 619 712 821
MultiServicios (6)  618 783 709
TJ Electricals (13/51)  868 181 121
Workking (11)   658 302 689

Home Furnishings:
Curtain Call (24) 616 240 171

Insurance:
ASSSA (17)

Los Alcazares  968 574 459
Pto de Mazarrón  968 153 396

Ibex (39)  968 595 945
Natalia Filbee Insurance (9) 
   669 075 157
Nash Warren (14/51)  968 156 583
Richardson Insurance Liberty Seguros 
(28/51)   669 046 167

Internet Services / 
Internet Cafés:
IPhone Repairs  (11) 663 675 502
Locomurcia (73)  671 682 579
Telecable (76) 

Camposol   968 171 144
Los Alcazares  868 170 700

Kennels/Cattery:
Esperro (59)   626 040 363

Kitchens/Bathrooms:
MT Plastering (22)  655 928 125
Workking (11)   658 302 689

Legal Services:
Car Solutions Mar Menor SL (5/52)  
   868 990 576
Corral & Alcaraz (64) 968 078 754
Costa Cálida Property Serv (35) 
   968 199 251
Ferrandez (31)

Cartagena   968 521 008
Hacienda del Alamo  968 157 326
Pto de Mazarrón  968 154 521

Gestoria Carvajal (15/69)
   968 154 045
Legal View (47)  968 332 058
Natalie Filbee (9) 669 075 157
Professional & Legal Solutions (7)

Pto de Mazarrón  968 595 826
La Manga   968 175 552

Spanish Number Plates (28/52) 
   966 753 375
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Locksmiths:
Alan Eustace Locksmith (29) 
   609 265 899
Keysmar (29)   968 596 186

Outdoor Living: 
Camposol Aluminium (23/51) 
   686 733 844
DFS (57)   968 334 194
Furniture Plus (51/75) 968 482 456
Garden Boutique (23/51) 
   669 565 402
Kruger Canopies (26/52) 
   968 971 854
Woodworks Direct (26) 684 410 324

Painting and Decorating:
MultiServicios (6/51)  618 783 709
Pinturas Acosta (39)  626 960 354
Professional Electrician (30) 
   680 588 377
Rhys Brightman (6/52) 659 328 439
T&N Building & Property Maintenance 
(22)    641 942 407

Plumbers:
Brian Jones (15)  646 705 021
Camposol Heating & Maintenance (37) 
   968 199 184
Paul the Plumber (8) 634 326 804

Printing & Design:
Entorno Grafico (43) 968 653 424

Property Rentals / 
Management / Maintenance:
Another World Properties (27/51)  
   968 592 679
Brian Jones (15)  646 705 021
Casa Pro (25/50)  680 326 817
Murcia Solutions (53)  662 556 433
Spaindinavia (28)  643 414 664

Property Sales/Purchases:
Another World Properties (27/51) 
   968 592 679
Camposol Property Sales (2/52) 
   631 484 511
Natalie Filbee (9)  669 075 157
Prime Property Murcia (8) 
   868 580 320
Spaindinavia (28)  643 414 663 

Removals & Storage:
Easy Move Spain (7) 
  0044 07736 843 410
Lord’s Removals (73)  608 061 872

Retail Outlets
DFS (57)   968 334 194
Furniture Plus (51/75)  968 482 456
Keysmar (29)   968 596 186
Solar Light Centre (24)  968 551 464
The Tech Shop (8)  965 058 49 9
TJ Electricals (13/51)  868 181 121

Security: 
Alan Eustace Locksmith (29) 
   609 265 899
C & G Fabrications (21) 966 764 730
Erik’s Metal Works (49) 636 050 008
Keysmar (29)   968 596 186
The Forge (14)   618 963 958

Solar Power:
Freesol (41)  659 232 507
Solar Directa (73)  659 315 130
Solar Light Centre (24)  968 551 464
Workking (11)   658 302 689

Spas & Hot Tubs:
Eurospas (3)  650 722 905

Sport & Leisure:
XLR Radio (10)   www.xlrradio.co.uk

Swimming Pool Construction /
Maintenance / Repairs:
David Pools (25/52)  686 733 844
Köhn Pool Service (30) 626 684 979
Real Wood Pools (59)  634 322 672
Watermaid (45) 646 705 088

Telephone/Mobile/Providers/
Repairs
Iphone Repairs (11)  663 675 502
Telecable (76)

Camposol   968 171 144
Los Alcazares  868 170 700

The Tech Shop (8)  965 058 499

Translation
Alex Woods (30/52)  696 667 182
Costa Cálida Property Serv (35) 
   968 199 251
Murcia Solutions (53)  662 556 433
 
TV & Satellite:
IPhone Repairs  (11)  663 675 502
Locomurcia (73)  671 682 579
Rainbow Satellites (50/55) 
   686 358 475
Telecable (76) 

Camposol   968 171 144
Los Alcazares  868 170 700

Web TV (21)   647 424 430

Veterinary Clinics:
Clinica Veterinaria Sur Este, Pilar de la 
Horadada (56)   965 352 438
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No More ‘Dangerous Dog Breeds’ List
Animal protection law overhaul will end 
canine racial discrimination. 
A law dating back 22 years requiring owners 
of certain dog breeds to register them with the 
council, pay a tax and keep them muzzled and 
on a lead could be about to change now that 
Spain’s government is considering a review of 
the ‘dangerous’ label. Behaviour, not breed, 
will be considered for special restraint and 
training measures under proposed new law. 

Some dogs who have shown aggressive 
behaviour may be of breeds not on the 
‘compulsory registration’ list. Replacing Law 
number 50/1999, the legislation will cover 
dogs whose character means they need 
‘special handling’ or ‘expert management’ 
and require them to be trained in behaviour 
improvement techniques to prevent, or stop, 
them being ‘dangerous’.

Spain does not automatically require a dog 
who attacks a human to be put to sleep. This 
is avoided as far as possible and would only 
happen where the animal was a serial public 
danger and too far gone for even canine 
behavioural experts to retrain them to be 
safe.

The Royal Canine Society (RSCE) has called 
for legislation that makes dog identification 
universal, protects and promotes native 
breeds, accredits the work of ‘ethical and 
responsible breeders’ and actively educates 
children and young people in values that 
encourage respect and empathy for animals.
The planned SRPA will cover a blanket 
identification system, with details of domestic 
animals on one single national database.
A National Register of Professionals will 
be set up for dog trainers to sign up to and 
which owners can consult to find a legitimate 
behavioural expert near them.
A National Pet Breeders’ Register, will 
include amateurs as well as professionals, 
but only those named on it will be allowed 
to breed, other than for purely personal 
reasons. All pets or other domestic animals 
bred for purchase will be logged on the 
identity register within the first three months 
of their lives and before they are sold.
A separate ‘offenders’ register’ will 
be created, to block names of people or 
organisations convicted of ill-treatment or 
neglect and prevent their being able to own 
any animals.

Another issue to tackle is an amendment to 
the Penal Code to provide for much stiffer 
punishment for animal abuse and neglect. 

In Spain, unless the offender has a previous 
custodial conviction, a prison sentence of less 
than two years does not have to be served, 
meaning almost nobody ends up behind bars 
for ill-treatment of animals. 
 
Regional laws vary regarding pet 
shelters.
In some, every single town is required to 
have one and in others, such as Catalunya, 
these must be adequately funded by local 
authorities so that not one single animal 
brought to them is ever turned away. Some 
regions ban shelters from putting animals to 
sleep unless they are actively and incurably 
suffering with no available remedy. Many local 
councils across the country have systems in 
place to guarantee the health and wellbeing of 
their feral cat colonies, including trap-neuter-
return programmes to prevent uncontrolled 
breeding, accredited volunteer feeders and 
funding for food, worming medication and 
vaccinations. Harming feral cats in any way 
is a criminal offence as they are classed as 
domestic pets.

Foreigner Numbers Rise
Foreign residents in Spain increased by 2% 
last year, despite the pandemic and Brexit and 
broke the 5.8-million barrier. Non-Spaniards 
account for just over 12% of whom about six 
in 10 are from EU and EEA countries.

UK citizens have lost their freedom of 
movement throughout other EU member 
States, where they would be treated as third-
country nationals, but retain their EU ‘green 
certificate’ of registration if they do not wish 
to swap it for a foreigners’ photo ID card and 
are not subject to non-EU immigration rules 
if they are already officially resident in the 
member country.

Brits were the migrant community which saw 
the second-largest growth in Spain, at 6%, 
although a long way short of the Venezuelans, 
a segment of the population which swelled in 
size by 53% in 2020.
 
Whilst growth in migration into Spain has been 
rising consistently since 2014, the pandemic 
broke the trend, but even then, 137,120 
non-Spaniards made the country their home 
in 2020. Of the complete total of 5,800,468 
foreigners officially resident in Spain, only 
39% are from non-EFTA nations. Two-thirds 
of foreigners live in just four of Spain’s 19 
self-governing regions – Catalunya, Madrid, 
Andalucía and the Comunidad Valenciana.

The average age of a British national living 
in Spain is 54; the 
average age of a 
German national is 49, 
whilst, on the flip side, 
the average age of a 
Moroccan or Pakistani 
national residing in 
Spain is 33.

Spain’s Plans For Spending EU COVID 
Recovery Funds 
The government believes will create up to 
800,000 jobs and increase the country’s 
GDP by 2% at least over the next two years. 
The draft spending breakdown is the result 
of months of technical and political work at 
multiple levels and in permanent dialogue 
with the European Commission.

“We want to repair the economy after a 
decade of the worst economic recession and 
the worst pandemic in over a century,” said PM 
Sánchez. “We want to increase productivity 
and good-quality employment, closing the 
gender and social pay gaps and boosting the 
green economy.”

The largest slice of the pot will go into 
promoting electric car buying and sustainable 
mobility, with €13.2 billion to be set aside 
and €6.82bn, will go towards renovating 
residential homes and urban regeneration. 
They also want to modernise administration 
and bureaucracy, reducing the temporary 
job culture in the public sector in favour of 
permanent positions.

The development of new industrial and 
waste-disposal policies, a nationwide 
‘digital competence plan, reviving and 
boosting the tourism industry and making 
it more competitive, promoting science and 
innovation and the renewable energy roll-out 
will be made between now and the end of the 
year 2023.

World’s Most Admired Wine Brand is 
Spanish
A variety from Spain is officially the World’s 
Most Admired Wine Brand, according to the 
annual survey of the same name carried 
out by and among the most prestigious 
professionals in the world.

Oenologists, sommeliers, international 
traders, wine critics and writers are among 
the panel which compiles the ranking each 
year, with every one of them choosing and 
giving points to six different types based 
upon quality, authenticity and brand image. 
Often Spain is near the top, but as its wines 
suffer from being sorely underrated and 
barely understood by the general public, 
typically lose the number one slot to brands 
from France, Italy, Australia and South Africa. 
Three Spanish wines are in the top 10 and 
eight are in the top 50.

The ‘pandemic year’ has been hard on wine 
producers due to long months of restrictions 
on bars and restaurants. The glut of wine 
and low demand means prices are likely to 
fall over the coming year, but if the pandemic 
remains under control and trade returns to 
normal, it is hoped wine producers will see a 
reversal in the 2020 trend.
 
Which are the best-loved Spanish wine 
brands?
A firm with a strong market presence is the 
Catalunya-based Família Torres topping the 
rankings again this year. The iconic Vega 
Sicilia is the third-most admired brand. A 
household name in the northern region of 
La Rioja and well-known on a national scale, 
CVNE comes eighth.
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